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PREFACE.

PerHAPS no part of the “ Empire State,” has greater claims
on the attention of the Topographer and the Historian, than
the county of Westchester. The beauty of its scenery, and
the interesting circumstances connected with its history, both
civil and military, entitle it to peculiar notice. A history
of the county is certainly a desideratum. Whether this de-
ficiency will be supplied by the present volumes, the author
leaves to be decided by more competent judges than himself. In_
review of his labors he would state that nearly four years of

.; patient research have been expended upon the completion of
. his undertaking. _
He is well aware that he cannot expect to please all classes of
- readers alike, especially as affairs which may appear inconsider-
é_able to one, will be replete with interest to another. He has
o endeavored to abridge and condense his materials, in order not
to trespass upon the patience of the general reader ; while he
has been equally careful upon the other hand not to omit any de-
tails which might prove interesting and important to individuals
or local authorities. The transitions of property and the history
of families are therefore brought prominently forward ; and no-
thing, it is hoped, has been introdnced which can be considered
altogether superfluous.

For the present, the author would commit the compilation to
the public, trusting that the generous reader will make all due
allowance for a work of such varied matter.

He also takes this opportunity of returning his grateful ac-

g



vi PREFACE.

knowledgments to all those who have in any way assisted to-
wards the completion of the present work. He cannot omit
recording particularly the Hon. N. S. Benton, Secretary of State,
and the several gentlemen connected with that department ; also
General Munson I. Lockwood, Clerk of Westchester County :
Chauncey Smith, Esq., late assistant clerk of the same : Charles
McVean, Surrogate of the County of New York and his assis-
tants Mr. William Freeman and William Ripley: with the
Clerks of the various towns throughout the County : all of whom
have politely afforded every facility in their power for making
extracts from the records in their several offices. His thanks
are also due to Washington Irving, Esq. of Greenburgh:
General Pierre van Cortlandt of Peekskill: General Aaron
Ward of Ossin-ing: Frederick Philipse, Esq., of Philipstown,
Putnam County : William Jay, Esq., of Bedford : Jackson Odell,
Esq., of Greenburgh : William H. Leggett, Esq. of West Farms;
and Roosevelt Brown, Esq. of Rye. 'T'he Clergy of the County
have likewise, in reply to his various inquiries, communicated
with great politeness much valuable information, which he re-
members with gratitude.
= In conclusion he must not neglect to acknowledge the assis-
tance he has derived from O’Callaghan’s History of the New
Netherlands : Sparks’ Life of Arnold: Dunlap’s History of New
York : Thompson'’s History of Long Island : the New York His-
torical Collections: Sabine’s Biographical Sketches of American
Loyalists: Updike’s History of the Narragansett Church : Spaf-
ford’s and Disturnell’s Gazetteers ; and other valuable works.
The numerous wood cuts interspersed throughout the vol-
umes were from drawings taken on the spot, especially for this
work, by Mr. Frederick A. Chapman, a young and talented ar-
tist of New York. They were cut by Mr. Augustus Fay, a well
known engraver of the city of New York.
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INTRODUCTION.

ABORIGINES.

Ar the period of the Dutch discovery the Mahicanni resided
on the east shore of the Hudson River. “These were the Man-
kikant and Mahikans of De Laet, the Mahiccanders, Mohick-
anders and Nuhikanders of the Dutch, the Manhikans, Ma-
hikans, or Mokegans, according to Professor Ebeling, and the
Mokhegans or Muhhekanew, (the original name of Mohegans.)
According to the English the Mohkiccans, Mahiccon, and lasily,
Mabhiccans, were all one people, originally a branch of the De-
laware nation. The Mahiccans and Delawares both say they
were once one people.”s ¢ The best information (says Mr. Hecke-
welder) which [ could procure of the extent of the country the
Mahicanni inhabited, was from an aged and intelligent man of
this nation, whose grandfather had been a noted chief. His
report was as follows, to wit: When I was a boy, my grand-
father used to speak much of old times: how it had been before
the white people came into this country, (that is; the State of
New York, in which the relator was born,) and what changes
took place since, from time to time. The western bounding
line of the Mahicanni was the river Mahicannitiuck, which
the white people now call the ¢ North River’ Our towns and
settlements extended on the east side of this river from Thup-

* Moulton’s Hist. of New York, 226.

d



viii INTRODUCTION.

hane or Tuphanne, (a Delaware word for cold stream, from
which the whites have derived the name Tappan,) to the ex-
tent of tide water up this river; here was the uppermost town.
From thence our towns were scattered throughout the country
on the smaller rivers and creeks. Our nearest neighbors on the
east were the Wampano.’”s

“The country between the banks of the Connecticut Rivert
and the Hudson, (says Mr. Bancroft,) was possessed by indepen-
dent villages of the Mohegans, kindred with the Mankattans ;
whose few smokes once arose amidst the forests on New York
Island.” Mr. Schoolcraft informs us that “ The Mokegans and
the Minci were two tribes of Algonquin lineage, who inhabited
the valley of the Hudson between New York and Albany.” Mo-
hegan, (continues the same authority,) is a word, the meaning of
which is not explained by the early writers ; but if we may trust
the deductions of philology, it needs create little uncertainty. In
the Mohegan, as spoken at the present time by their lineal de-
scendants, the Stockbridges of Wisconsin, Maihtshow, is the
name of the common wolf. It is called, in cognate dialects of
the Algonquin, Myegan by the Kenistenos, and Myeengun by
the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottowattomies. In the old Algon-
quin, as given by La Hontan, it is Mahingan, and we perceive
that this was the term employed by the early ¥rench writers for
the Mohegans. In the language of the Indian priests or medais,
a mystioal use of the names of various oljects in the animated
creation is made, in order to clothe their arts with the degree of
respect and authority, which ignorant nations are ready to pay to
whatsoever they do not fully understand; in other words, that
which is mysterious. Thus, in the medicen songs of the Odjib-
was, a wolf is called, not Myeengun, the popular term, but Moh-
hwag. It is believed the priests of the ancient Mohegans made
similar distortion of their words, for similar ends, and that the
terms Moh hi Kan and Moh hin gan, used by the early French

s Moulton’s Hist. of New York, part i 227.

b Connecticoots, meaning Long River, was the Indian name, says Judge Ben-
son.
¢ Bancroft’s Hist. U. 8. A., vol. iii. 239.
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missionary writers for this tribe, furnish the origin of the term.
The term itself, it is to be understood, by which the tribe is
known to us, is not the true Indian, but has teen shorn of a part
of its sound, by the.early Dutch, French and English writers.
The modern tribe of the Mohegans, to whom allusion has been
made, called themselves Munneganxiew. 'This is, manifestly, a
compound declarative phrase, and not a simple nominative, and
is equivalent to the phrase, “J am a Mohegan.” It is in accord-
ance both with religious custom, and the usage of the Indian
priesthood, to infer a unity of superstitious practices in nearly af-
filiated tribes, [n this manner the word ‘‘ Mohegan” was used
to denote, not a common wolf, but the caries lupus, under the
supposed influence of medical or necromantic arts. In other
words, Mohegan was a phrase to denote an enchanted wolf, or a
wolf of supernatural power. This was the badge or arms of the
tribe, rather than ths name of the tribe itself. And this also, it
waey be igferred, constituted originally, the point of distinction,
betwsen them and the Minci, or woLp TRIBE PROPER. The
affinities of the Mokegans with the Minci, or Moncees, on the
west banks of the Hudson, and through them with the Dela-
wares, are apparent in the language, and were well recognized at
the ern of the settlement.”s

“The universal name the Monseys have for New York, (says
Mr. Heckewelder) is LaapHAWACHRING, or the place of string-
ing beads.”
 The Mohegans were again sub-divided into numercus bands,
each known by a distinctive name. Among these, inhabiting the
County, may be enumerated the Siwanoys, who occupied the
northern shores of the Sgund * from Norwalk to 24 miles to the
neighborhood of Hellgate.” How far they claimed jurisdiction
inland is uncertain.

The ManmaTTANS had their principal settlement on New
York island, and from thence north to the bounds of Yonkers,
nearly opposite Tappan, The WrckQuaskEcKks possessed the

s Proceedings of N. Y. Hist. Soc, 1844, 87,
Vor. L. . B

Vd



x - INTRODUCTION.

country “lying between two rivulets called the Sint Sinck and
Armonck, lying between the East and North rivers.”

The SinT Sincks occupied the present town of Ossin-ing,
and its immediate vicinity.

The KircHawoNKs claimed the lands bordering the Kitcha-
wan or Crolon River, and as far north as St. Anthony’s Nose in
the Highlands.

The PacHam1 and WaprpPINGERS possessed the Highlands.

The TankITEREs “resided in the rear of Sing Sing.”s

The principal Indian villages appear to have been as follows :

Nappeckamak, Kestaubaiuck,

Weecquasguck, Kitchawan,

Alipconck, Sackhoes,

Sinck Sinck, Kekisconck,

Nanichiestawack, Betuck-quapock,

Momoronuck, Pasquashic.
Noapaim.

“'The three prominent Indian names for the Hudson River,
(says Mr. Schoolcraft) are ¢ The Mohegan,b Chatémuc,c and the
Cahotatea.”

Like their neighbors, the Indians of Westchester were in sub-

jection ta the Iroquois, and acknowledged it by the payment of
an annual tribute.

s O'Callaghan’s Hist. of N. N,, 210.

b Mohegan River. .

¢ * Shaita, in the cognate dialect of the Odjibwa, means a pelican.” ¢ Uc is the
ordinary inflection for locality ”—Mr. Schoolcraft’s Paper, Proceedings of N. Y.
Hist. Soc. 1844. ¢ The great white pelican (P. trachyrhyncus) was formerly nu-
merous on the Hudson and other rivers und lakes of this State. At the present day

it has entirely disappeared, and 1 do not know of its existence even as an accidental
visitor.”—Nat. Hist. of N. Y., by James de Kay.
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A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTY.

In giving a history of the County, it appears proper to begin
with a recital of the act framing the same, entitled “ An Act to
divide the Province of New York and dependencies into Shires
and Counties, &c.”

“Having taken into consideration the necessity of dividing
the Province into respective Countys, for the better governing
and settling conrts in the same, be it enacted by the Governor,
Council and the Representatives, and by the authority of the
same, that the said Province be divided into twelve Countys as
followeth : The County of Westchester 1o conteyne West and
Eastchester, Bronx-land, Fordham, Anne Hook’s Neck, Rich-
bells, Miniford’s Islands, and all the land on the maine to the
eastward of Manhattan’s Island as farre as the government ex-
tends, and the Yonkers’ land, and northward along Hudson’s
River as farre as the Highland.” .

“This bill having been three times read before the Governor
and Council, is assented to the first of November, 16837

Westchester County was represented in the first Legislative
Assembly of the Colony, which met at New York on the 9th of
April, 1691 ;b and it has constituted one County to this tfme, hav-
ing been organized as such by the General Acts of 17838 and
1801. It is situated on the east side of the Hudson, immediately
north of New York County: bounded north by Putnam and
Dutchess Counties; east by the State of Counecticut ; southerly
by Long Island Sound and East River; west by Haarlem River
and the Hudson, or by New York County, the State of New Jer-
sey, and the County of Rockland in this State. The area may
be 480 square miles—307,200 acres—situated between 40° 47/,

s Provincial Laws of N. Y., County Clerk’s Office, Queens Co., L. I. The
above act was confirmed on the 1st of October, 1691.

o In the person of John Pell, Esq. On the 20th Oct., 1635, James II. appointed
John Pell, John Palmer, William Richardson, Joseph Horton, sen., and Joseph

'Theale, Justices of the Peace in the County of Westchester.
‘ ‘
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and 41° 22 north latitude, 103’ east,and 32" east longitude from
New York.

The County is thus described by William Smith the historian
of New York, in 1756.

‘t Westchester County is large, and includes all the land beyond the Island
of Manhattans along the Sound to the Connecticut line. which is its eastern
boundary. It extends northward o the middle of the Highlands, and west-
ward to Hudson’s River. A great part of this county is contained in the
manors of Philipsburgh, Pelham, Fordham, and Courtlandt, the last of which
has the privilege of sending a representative to the General Assembly. The
county is tolerably settled. The lands are in general rough but fertile, and
therefore the farmers run principally on grazing. It has several towns,
Eastchester, Westchester, New Rochelle, Rye, Bedford, and North Castle.
The inhabitants are either English or Dutch Presbyterians, Episcopalians,
Quakers, and French Protestants. The former are the most numerous. The
two Episcopal missionaries are settled at Rye and Eastchester, and receive
each £60 annually taxed upon the county. The town of Westchester is an
incorporated borough, enjoving a mayor’s court and the right of being repre-
sented by a member in Assembly.”

REPRESENTATIVE POPULATION OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY

ror 1846,
Deduct alien, not Total re-
Towns. Total population. taxed, and persuns presentative
of colur, population.

Bedford, . . 2725 . . 29 . . 2696
Cortlandt, . . 6738 . . 1743 . . 5595
Greenburgh, . 3205 . . 270 . . 2035
Eastchester, . 1369 . . 2055 . . 1114
Harrison, . . 1039 . . 152 . . 887
Lewisboro, . . 1511 . . 6 . . 15635
Mount Pleasant,b 2962 . . 126 . . 2836
Mamaroneck, . 780 . . 64 . . 716

* Smith’s Hist. of N. Y.

b Mount Pleasant includes the inmates of the county poor-house, which is re-
turned in the census separately, as follows ; total number of inmates 184, aliens
not naturalizsed, and persons of color not taxed, 25. ’
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North Castl, . 2010 . . 102 p . 1908
New Castle, . 1495 . . 49 . e 1446
North Salem, . 1228 . . 38 . . 1490
New Rochelle, . 1977 . . 346 . . 1631
Ossin-ing,* . 3312 . . 177 . . 3135
Pelham, .. . 486 . . 64 . e 422
Poundridge, . 1427 L 14 . . 1413
Rye, . . . 2180 . . 287 . 1895
Somers,» . . 1761 . . 93 . . 1668
Scarsdale, . . 341 . . 67 . . 284
Westchester,e . 5052 . . 756 . . 4296
White Plains, . 1155 . . 140 . . 1015
Yorktown, . . 2278 . . 149 . . 2129
Yonkers, . . 217 . . 249 . . 2268

POPULATION OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY FRoM 1731 To 1840.

A.D. 1731, 6,033 A. D. 1800, 27,423
A.D. 1771, 21,745 A. D. 1810, 30,272
A.D. 1786, 20,554 A. D. 1835, 37,791
A. D. 1790, 24,003 A. D. 1840, 48,686

“The County of Westchester comprises a very important
section of this state: washed on the west by the Hudson, on
the south by the East River and Long Island Sound, it enjoys
very superior advantages for trade and commerce, with a fine soil
for agriculture, and a charming diversity of surface and of elegant
situation ; while its contiguity to the great commercial metropo-
lis of North America, completes a proud superiority of geogra-
phical position. The north-west corner is considerably broken
by the south-eastern border of the Highlands, of a mountain
character; and a’range of hills of moderate height extends from
York Island toward the north-east extremity, on which are

» Name changed to Ossin-ing in 1846. See Sess. Laws, chap. 30, sec. 5.
» Part of Somers annexed to Newcastle. See Laws of 1846, chap. 249.
¢ West Farms erected from part of Westchester. See Sess. Laws, 184, chap.

P
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situated the heights and hills much known in the Revolution-
ary war, particularly in the year 1776. Besides Harlem, Hud-
son and East Rivers, forming the boundaries, there are several
small streams that afford many mill seats. Peekskill Creek and
Croton River, which rise in Dutchess and Putnam counties, run
south-westward across the north-western part of Westchester
County to the Hudson. Saw Mill River runs from Mount
Pleasant to the Hudson at Yonkers; and Bronx River, the
largest, Hutchinson’s and Mamaroneck Rivers run south into
the East River. Byram River runs from Westchester, princi-
pally in Connecticut, and forms two miles of the state boundary
from its mouth in East River, which receives some other small
streams from the south-east angle of Westchester County, direct
across the south-west angle of Connecticut.”

“The soil of this County admits of no general character, ex-
cept that its tillage is productive to the agriculturist. The style
of its agriculture is in the first order, if we except Dutchess.
The lower part has considerable of ornamental farming and
gardening, where are the seats of men of opulence, cultivated
with much taste.” The manufactures are numerous. White
Plains and Bedford are the half shire towns. “ Tarrytown,
Sing Sing, and some others, are charming positions on the Hud-
son, where are small villages and landings, with considerable
trade. Tappan Bay, a wide place in the Hudson, is here three
miles in width, where crowds of shipping are constantly seen
passing in opposite directions, exhibiting a most elegant display
of commercial activity.”s ,

“The County of Westchester is based on primitive rock called
hypogeue, or granite gneiss, long ridges of which intersect the
county, with here and there small veins of iron ore and:
quartz. Large numbers of granite boulders are found here,
both inland and on the coast; also some fine quarries of white
marble and two silver and gold mines at Sing Sing and Peeks-
kill.” According to the late geographical survey the principal _
minerals are, white marble, iron ore, galena, sulphate of barytes,

s See Spafford's Gazetteer of N. Y.
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copper, iron and zinc, oxide of manganese, green. carbonate of
copper, serpentine, calcareous spar, phosphate of lime, hydrate
and carbonate of magnesia, quartz, drusy, calcedony, agate, jas-
per, hyroxene, hornblende, asbestos, actynolite, homolite, hyder-
ous anthophylite, felspar, stilbite, garnet, epidote, chenite, tour-
maline, sphene, vanquelemite, magnetic pyrites, chromate of
iron, red ochre and red chalk.

The natural growth of wood is very extensive, especially
upon the higher lands. Among the principal varieties inay be
enumerated the White Oak, (Quercus Alba,) Red Oak, (Quercus
Rubra,) Pin Oak, (Quercus Paluster,) and the Black Oak, (Quer-
tetron ;) the White Elm, (ulmus Americana ;) Red or Slippery
Elm, (Ulmus Fulva,) and the Witch Elm, (Ulmus Montana ;) the
Plane or Buttonwood, (Platanus;) the Ash, (Traxinus;) Bass-
wood, Lime or Linden, (Zelia ;) Beach, (Tagus ;) Birch, (Betula ;)
Maple, (Acer ;) Locust, (Robinia ;) Chesnut, (Castanea ;) Walnut,
(Juglans ;) Hickory, (Carya ;) the Whitewood or Tulip, (Lirioden-
dron ;) Dogwood, (Cornus ;) Hemlock or Spruce, and the Red Ce-
dar (Juniperus.)

“This County suffered severely during the Revolution. The
whole southern part was marked by the marches, works of de-
fence, or skirmishes and battles of hostile armies ; and, indeed,
the active operations of the war in 1776 were principally con-
fined to this region, and in the autumn to this County—and the
two armies were in full force, constantly on the alert, and under
the eyes of their respective Commanders-in-Chief. And this, too,
was probably the most interesting period of the war, though
attended with no exploits of very brilliant fame. The British
with a numerous army, and a powerful marine, were in posses-
sion of New York, while Washington, with an inferior and badly
supplied army, dispirited by the affair of Long Island, was
merely manceuvring to keep them in check. The battle of
White Plains, October 28th, will long be remembered, as will
the dismal prospect of that year, when the Patriot Fathers of
America had still the courage to declare Independence, and assert
the rights of nature and of nations.» Buf though the morning

4

* July 4, 1776.
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sun of Dec'ared Independence arose thus in a cloud,—while yet
it wrs morning, Princeton, Trenton and the plains of Saratoga
enjoyed a broad refulgence, diffusing new spirits over the nation.
And it were well worthy the attention of every American youth
to study the history of that war, and thus learn the price paid for
Independence ; the better to know how to appreciate its value. Not
ought we to forget that the privileges so dearly purchased, can
only be preserved to our posterity, by that zeal for our country
which governed the conduct of our fathers, now descended to
the grave.”s

“The County of Westchester,” says Mr. N. P. Willis, * has
been made the scene of, perhaps, the best historical novel of our
country, and, more than any other part of the United States, suf-
fered from the evils of war. The character and depredations of
the # Cow-boys” and # Skinners,” whose fields of action were
on the skirts of this #“ NegyTrAL GRoyunD,” are familiar to all
who have read “the Essay” of Mr. Cooper. A distinguished
clergyman® gives the following very graphic picture of Westches-
ter Connty in those days ;—

¢ In the autumn of 1777, I resided for some time in this County. The lines
of the British were then in the neighborhood of King’s Bridge, and those of
the Americans at Byram River. The unhappy inhabitants were, therefore,
exposed to the depredations of both. Often they were actually plundered,
and always were liable (o this calamity. They feared every body whom they
saw, and loved nobody. It was a curious fact to a philosopher, and a melan-
choly one to hear their conversation, To every question they gave such an
answer as would please the inquirer; or, if they despaired of plessing, such
a one as would not provoke him. Fear was, apparently, the only passion by
which they were animated. The power of volition seemed to have deserted
them. They were not civil, but obseqnious; not obliging, but subservient.
They yielded with a kind of apathy, and very quietly, what you asked, and
what they supposed it impossible for them to retain. If you treated them
kindly, they yeceived it coldly ; not asa kindness, but as a compensation for

s Spafford’s Gazetteer of N. Y. Upon the evacuation of New York by the
British forces, Nov. 25, 1783, the Governor of the State and Commapder-in-chief
were escorted by a body of Westchester Light Aorss, commended by Captain Dele-
van.”— Editor.

t Dr, Timothy Dwight's Travels, 3d vol.

L)
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injuries done them by others. 'When you spoke to them, they answered you
without either good or ill natare, and -without any appearance of relactance or
hesitation ; but they subjoined neither questions nor remarks of their own s
Pproving to your full coaviction, that they felt no interest either in the conver-
sation or yourself. Both their countenances and their motions had lost every
trace of animation and of feeling. The features were smoothed, not into se-
renity, but apathy ; and, instead of being settled in the attitude of quiet think-
ing, strongly indicated that all thought beyond what was merely instinctive,
had fled their minds for ever.

“ Their houses, in the meantime, were in a great measure scenes of desola-
tion. Their fornitare was extensively plundered, or broken to pieces. The
walls, floors, and windows were injured both by violence and decay ; and were
not repaired, because they had not the means to repair them, and because they
were exposed to the repetition of the same injuries. Their eattle were gone.
Their enclosures were burnt, where they were capable of becenfing fuel ; and
in many cases thrown down where they were not. Their fields were covered
with a rank growth of weeds and wild grass.

“ Amid all this appearance of desolation, nothing struck my eye more forei-
bly tban the sight of the high road. Where I had herétofore seen a contin-
ual succession of horses and carriages, life and bustle lending a sprightliness
to all the environing objects, not a single, solitary traveller was. seen, from
week to week, or from month to month. The world was motionless and si-
lent ; except when one of these anhappy people vedtured upon a rare and lonely
excursion to the house of a neighbor no less unhappy ; or a scouting party, tra-
versing the country in quest of enemies, alarmed the inhabitants with-expecta-
tions of new injuries and sufferings.” ‘Fhe very tracks of the carriages were
grown over, and obliterated ; and wliere they were discernible, resembled the
faint impressions of chariot wheels said to be left on the pavements of Herca-
Janeum. The grass was of full height for the scythe ; and strongly realized to
my own mind, for the first time, the proper import of that picturesque declara-
tion in the Song of Deborah : ¢ In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in
the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked
throngh by-paths. The inhabitante of the villages ceased ; they ceased in
1srael.’ "

The subjoined account of the County, in 1780, is taken from
Dr. Thacher's Military Journal :—

«“The country which we lately traversed, about fifty miles in extent, is
called “ NEuTRAL GROUND ;” but the miserable inhabitanta who remain are

s American Scenery, by Bartlett and Willis,
Yor.L C
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not much favored with the privileges which their neutrality ought to secure to
them. They are coatinually exposed to the ravages and insults of infamouns
banditti, composed of royal refagees and tories. ‘L'he country is rich and fer-
tile ; and the farms appear to have been advantageously cultivated, but it now
has the marks of a country in ruins. A large proportion of the proprietors
having abandoned their farms, the few that remain find it impossible to har-
vest the produce. The meadows and pastures are covered with graes of a
summer’s growth, and thousands of bushels of apples and other fruit are rot-
ting in the orchards. We brought off about two hundred loads of hay and
grain ; and ten times the amount might have been procured, had teams enough
been provided. Those of the inhabitants of the neutral ground who were
tories, have joined their friends in New York, and the Whigs have retired into
the interior of our country. Some of each side have taken up arms, and be-
come the most cruel and deadly foes. There are within the British lines ban-
ditti, consisting of lawless villains, who devote themselves to the most cruel
pillage and robbery amoug the defenceless inhabitants between the lines ; many
of whom they carry off to New York, after plundering their houses and farms.
These shameless marauders have received the names of Cowboys and Skin-
ners. By their atracious deeds, they have become a scourge and terror to
the people. Numerous instances have been related of these miscreants sub-
jecting defenceless persons to cruel tortures, to compel them to deliver up
their money, or to disclose the places where it has been secreted. It is mot
uncommen for them to hang a man by his neck till apparently dead, then re-
store him, and repeat the experiment, and leave him for dead. Oae of these
unhappy persons informed me, that when suffering this cruel treatmeant, the
last seneation which he recollects, when suspended by his neck, was a flash-
ing heat over him Jike that which would be occasioned by boiling water poured
over his body ; he was, however, cut down, and how long he remained on the
ground insensible, he kuows not. A peaceable, unresisting Quaker, of con-
siderable respectability, by the name of Quincy, was visited by several of
these vile ruffians ; they first demanded his money, and after it was delivered
they suspected he had more concealed, and inflicted on him the most savage
cruelties in order to extort it from him. They began with what they call
scorching, covering his naked body with hot ashes, and repeating the applica-
tion till the skin was covered with blisters; afier this they resorted to the
halter, and hung the poor man on a'tree by his neck, then took him dowa, and
repeated it a second, and even a third time, and finally left him almost life-
less.”s

Westchester County under the late constitution formed the
Second Senatorial, and Assembly Districts; under the present,

« Thacher's Military Journal, 232.



- INTRODUCTION. xix

she constitutes the Seventh Senatorial with Rockland, and is di-
vided into two Assembly Districts.

JUDGES OF THE COUNTY.
John Pell

1688  John Waters . . 1803

Caleb Heathcote 1700  Caleb Tompkins . 1808
William Willett . 1721 William Jay 1880

~ Frederick Phillips . 1730 ~1Isase Requa . . 1820
Isasc Honeywell 734  Jonathan Ferris . 1820
John Thomas 173¢  William Miller 1630
Lewis Morris, Jun. 1738  Edward Kemeys . 1881
Samuel Pardy 1744  St. John Constant 1892
William Leggett . 1752  Ezra Lockwood . 1893
Nathaniel Underhill 1755  Heory White 1833
John Thomas . 1765  Joha Townsead . . 1825
Robert Graham 1778 Nehemiah Brown, Jun. 1831

~ Stephen Ward 1778  Aaron Vark . . 1833
Y Gilbert Drake . . 1778 Joseph A. Constant 1838
~ Ebeneser Lockwood 1778  George Case . 1843
Jonathan G. Tompkins 1778  Albert Lockwood 1845
Ebenezor Purdy . 1797  Robert J. Hart . . 1848

Albert Lockwood 1847.

CLERKS OF THE COUNTY.

Thomas Ferris .

Elijah Crawford

Edward Collier . 1688 to 1691
Joseph Lee 1691 to 1698
Benjamin Collier 1698 to 1707
John Clapp . . 1707 t0 1711
Daniel Clark 1711 to 1723
~ William Forster 1722 to 1733
Benjamia Nicoll . 1745 to 1746
John Bartow . 1760 to 1764
Richard Hatfield - 1777 to 1800

1807 to 1815
1815 to 1820

William Requa e . . 1820 10 1831
Nehemiah S. Bates 1821 to 1829
Nathaniel Bayles . 1829 to 1833
Jobn H. Smith . . . . . . 1833 to 1837
Chauncey Smith . . 1837 to 1839
Charles A. Purdy . . 1839 to 1843

Maunson 1. Lockwood

1848 to 1849
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SHERIFFS OF THE COUNTY.

Thomas Wheeler, under the Dutch, 3 . . 1654 to 1664
Resolve Waldron, High Sheriff of the North Rxdmg, 5 1664 to 1670
Robert Coe, . “ i ditto L LI v 1670 to 1871
John Manning . ¢ ¢ ditte ¢ o« | | 1671 to 1673
Benjamin Collier, High Sheriff of Westchester County, . 1668 to 1693
Roger Barton . : . . . ’ . October 14, 1702 to 1706
Nicholas Cooper . . . ‘ . . . . 1733 to 1737
Isaac Willet . . ‘ g . . . . & 1737 to 1766
Lewis Graham . 5 . e . . . . 1766 to 1768
John de Lancey 5 s 5 s 1768 to 1769
James de Lancey, Jun., lut of the Colomnl, . . . 1769 to 1775
John Thomas . . . s ; . . January 6, 1778 to 1780
Jesse Hunt . . . . . 3 5 . . 1780 to 1781
John Thomas . " . . . . . . s 1781 to 1785
Jesse Hunt . . " ; . = : .. 1785 to 1788
Thomas Thomas . . . . . . . y 1788 to 1792
Samuel Haight . . . . . 5 . . 1793 to 1796
Elias Newman . . . B . c . . 1796 to 1799
William Barker . . . . . . . . 1799 to 1808
Daniel Delavan 2 . . s i . . 5 1806 to 1807
St. John Constant . . . 5 0 . . . 1807 to 1810
Elijnh Ward i . ¥ 5 " % z @ 1810 to 1811
St. John Constant . . 3 c 5 . . s 1811 to 1814
LymanCook . . . . . . . . . 1814101815
Zabud June . s 3 . 5 5 a . . 1815 to 1818
Lyman Cook . 5 - . . . . . s 1818 to 1821
Ward B Howard . 2 s " o s . . 1821 to 1823
John Townsend . . 5 q . . . . 1823 o0 1826
Alan McDonald . . . . . : % . 1826 to 1829
David D. Webbers . s s # . i = . 1829 to 1833
Aaron Brown . . . . . . . & . 1832 to 1835
Joseph . Anderson . . . : . # . 1835 to 1838
Amos T Hatfield . s v . . . e - 1838 to 1841
Joseph Lyon . . . . . . . . 1841 to 1844
William H. Briggs . 5 . 3 o 5 - . 1844 to 1847
James M. Bates 5 . 5 c . . R . 1847.

SURROGATES OF THE COUNTY.

John Bartow . : . : ‘ . . 1754 to 1761
Caleb Fowler . . 5 . . . . 1761 to 1778
Richard Hatfield s . . . P i 1778 to 1787
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Philip Pell . . . . . . . . 1787 to 1796
Elias Newman . . . . . . . 1796 10 1800
Samuel Youog . . . . . . . 1800 to ——

Edward Thomas . . . . . . —_—t0 —
Samuel Young . . . . . . . 1807 to 1808
Ezra Lockwood . . . . . . 1808 to 1815
Henry White . . . . . March 16, 1815 to 1619
Samuel Young . SN . . July 8, 1819 to 1821

Ebenezer White, Jun. . . . Feb. 17, 182110 1823
Jonathan Ward . . . . . . . 1823 to 1839
Alexander H. Wells . . . . .. . 1839 to 1844
Frederick 1. Coffin . . . . . . 1844 to 1847
Lewis C. Platt . . . . . . . - 1847 to 1852

Deputies from Westchester County to the Provincial Congress,
met at New York, May 23d, 1775.

Gouverneor Morris Philip van Cortlandt
Lewis Graham James Holmes
James van Cortlandt David Dayton
Stephen Ward John Thomas, Jun.
Joseph Drake Robert Graham

William Paulding.

Members of the New York Convention from Westchester
County for deliberating on the adoption of the Constitution of
the United States, assembled at Poughkeepsie, June 17, 1788.

Lewis Morris Philip van Conland.t
Philip Livingston Thaddeus Crane
Richard Hatfield Lott W. Sarles.

Delegates from Westchester County to the Convention met at
Kingston, Ulster County, to frame the Constitution of the State
of New York, April 20th, 1777,

Pierre van Cortlandt Ebenezer Lockwood
Goaverneur Morris Zebediah Mills

Gilbert Drake Jonathan Platt

Lewis Graham Jonathan G. Tompkins.

Delegates from Westchester County met in Convention for

/
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framing the late Constitution of the State of New York, Novem-
ber 10th, 1821.
Peter A. Jay, Peter Jay Munro, Jonathan Ward.

Delegates from Westchester County met in Convention, for
framing the present Constitution of the State of New York.
John Hunter, Aaron Ward.

A List of the Officers chosen in the several districts of the
South Battalion of Westchester County, (except Westches-

ter)) A. D. 1775. ~
YONKERS.
John Cock, Captain. John Warner, 2d Lieutenant.
William Betts, 1st Lieatenant. Jacob Post, Ensign.

New officers to be chosen for this company, no commission issued.

EASTCHESTER.
Stephen Sneden, Captain. Daniel Sersing, 2d Lieutenant
Thomas Pinckney, 1st Lieutenant. William Pinckney, Ensign.

Commission issued, dated September 20.

NEW ROCHELLE,
And Manor of Pelham.

Joseph Drake, Captain. James Willis, 1st Lieutenant.
_ David Guion, 2d Lieutenant.
Commission issued and dated 20th September.

PHILIPSBURGH.
~ Upper Company.
Abraham Ledew, Captain. John Belyea, 2d Lieutenant.
Benjamin Brown, 1st Lieutenant. John Oakley, Ensign, (son of Isaac.)

Commission issued September 2, delivered to Mr. Paulding.

PHILIPSBURGHI.
Tarrytown Company.
Abraham Storms, Captain. Joseph Appleby, 2d Lieutenant.
George Combs, 1st Lieutenant. Nathaniel Underhill, Ensiga.
Same date, delivered to Mr. Paulding.
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PHILIPSBURGH.
East Company.
David Storms, Captain. Gilbert Dean, 29d Lieutenant.
Benjamin Vermilyea, 1st Lieutenant.  Gilbert Requaw, Ensiga.
Same date delivered to Mr. Paalding.

PHILIPSBURGH.
Lower Company.

Isaac Vermilyea, Captain. Isaac Honeywell, 1st Lieutenant.
Dennis Lent, 2d Lieatenant.
Dated September 20, delivered to Mr. Paulding.

MAMARONECK ano RYE.
Ezcept the Upper End of King Street.

Robert Blomer, Captain. Ezekiel Halstead, 2d Lieutenant.
Alexander Hunt, 1st Lieutenant. Daniel Horton, Ensign.

SCARSDALE, WHITE PLAINS,
And Brown’s Point.

Joshua Hatfield, Captain. Anthony Miller, 2d Lieutenant.
James Verrian, 1st Lieutenant. Joha Falconer, Ensign.

HARRISON PRECINCT,
And the Upper End of King Sireet.

Henry Dusinberry, Captain. Caleb Paulding, 2d Lieutenant.
Lyon Mills, 1st Lieutenant. Gilbert Dusinberry, Ensign.
NORTHCASTLE.
East Company.
Benoni Platt, Captain. Abraham Knapp, 2d Lieutenant.
David Hobby, 1st Lieutenant. Jonathan Guion, Ensign.
NORTHCASTLE.
South Company.
Benjamin Ogden, Captain. Caleb Merritt, Jun., 2d Lieutenant.
Jeremiah Hunter, 1st Lieutenant. James Brondige, Ensign.

In Northcastle, North Company, there were not persons suf-~
ficient in number who had signed the association, to make offi-
cers of ; so that nothing was done.

VY
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BEDFORD.
Eastern District.
Lewis McDonald, Jun., Captain. Heunry Lord, 2d Lieutenant.
James Miller, 1st Lieutenant. Jease Miller, Ensign.
BEDFORD.
Western District.
Eli Seely, Captain. Ephraim Raymond, 2d Lieutenant.
Hezekiah Grey, 1st Lieutenant. Gabriel Higgins, Ensign.
POUNDRIDGE.
Joseph Lockwood, Captain. William Fansher, 2d Lieutenant.
Noah Bouton, 1st Lieutenant. Gilbert Reynolds, Ensign.
SALEM.
South District.
Abijah Gilbert, Captain. Sands Raymond, 2d Lieutenant.
Jacob Haight, 1st Lieutenant. Joseph Cooley, Ensign.
SALEM.
Northern Dastrict.
Thaddeus Crane, Captain. Ezekiel Hawley, 2d Lieutenant.
Jesse Truesdale, 1st Lieutenant. Ebenezer Brown, Ensign.

A List of the Officers chosen in the several districts of the
North Battalion, of Westchester County.

MANOR OF CORTLANDT.

The District late commanded by Francis Lent.

James Kronkhyte, Captain. Staats Degrete, 2d Lieutenant.
Abraham Lamb, 1st Lieutenant, David Penore, Ensign.

The District late commanded by Bartow Underhill.
Gilbert van Cortlandt, Captain.
Daniel Haines, 1st Lieutenant ; signed the association the day he was chosen,
James Teller, 2d Lieutenant.
Hermanus Gardiner, Sen., Ensign.
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The District late commanded by Jeremiah Drake.

Gilbert Lockwood, Captain.

John Drake, 1st Lieutenant; signed the association the day he was chosen.
Joshua Drake, 2d Lieutenant ; the like.

Peter Carman, Ensign ; the like.

The District late commanded by Joseph Strang.

John Hyatt, Captain.

John Drake, 1st Lieutenant.

Obadiah Purdy, 2d Lieutenant.

Joseph Horton, Ensign ; signed the association the day he was elected.
Commission issued, dated September 20. ’

The District late commanded by Ebenezer Theall.

Andrew Brown, Captain. John Crissey Miller, 2d Lieutenant.
Samuel Haight, 1st Lieatenant. Solomon Purdy, Ensign.
Commission issued, dated September 20.

The North Division of the District, late commanded by Levi
Bailey.

Nathaniel Delavan, Captain, Tites Runnells, 2d Lieuatenant.
Thomas Nicholls, Jun., 1st Lieutenant. Abraham Purdy, Ensign.
Commission issued, dated September 20.

‘The Sonth Division of the same District.

Gideon Selah, Captain. Caleb Hobby, 2d Lieutenant.
Samuel Lawrence, 1st Lieutenant. Abraham Todd, Ensign.

The Company commanded by David Montross refused to
choose officers.

A List of Officers chosen in the several Districts of the North
Battalion of Westchester County.

Manor of Cortlandt, the District late commanded by Francis
Lent.

James Kronckhyte, Captain. Abram Lamb, 1st Lieutenant.
Staats Dregrete, 2d Lieutenant. David Penore, Ensign.
You. 1. D

-
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The District late commanded by Bartow Underhill.
Gilbert van Cortlandt, Captain.

Dan. Hains, 1st Lieutenant ; signed the association the day he was chosen.
James Teller, 2d Lieutenant.
Hermanus Gardinear, sen’r, Ensign.

The District late commanded by Jeremiah Drake.
Gilbert Lockwood. Captain.
John Drake, 1st Lieutenant ; signed the association the day he was chosen.
Justus A. Drake, 2d Lieutenant ; the like
Peter Carman, Ensign ; the like.

The District late commanded by Joseph Strang.
John Hyatt, Captain.
Joha Drake, et Lieutenant ; commission issued dated Sept. 20.
Obadiah Purdy, 2d Lieutenant.

Joseph Horton, Ensign ; signed the association the day he was elected.

The District late commanded by Ebenezer Theall.
Andrew Brown, Captain.
Samoel Haight, 1st Lieutenant.

John Crissey Miller, 2d Lieutenant ; commission issued dated Sept. $0.
Solomon Purdy, Ensign.



LEWIS MORRIS APPOINTED BRIG. GENERAL 25TH JURE, 1778. (Council Minutes A. No. 1, p. 21-22.)

Fleld and 8iaff Officers. Captains. First Li 8 d Li t " Ensigns. Associated Exempts.
Thomas Thomas, Col  [Richard Sacket, Gre-|Joseph Miller, Gro.|Moses 8t.Jobn, Gre-Benj. Ambler, March| |Gideon Seely, Capt
Gilbert Budd, sen'r, Lt.| nadiers nadiers nadiers , 1780 1 | . [Sol'mon Close, 1st Lt

Col Josiah Miller Zephaninh Miller  |Nathan Canfield Hezekiah Miller %! |[Tytus Reynolds, 2d
Thaddeus Crane, Maj |Marcus Moseman  (Silas Miller Gabriel Higgen Ely Tyler a| Lt Apnl 23,1779
Edward Thomas, Adj (Ebenezer Scofield [Jonathan Louder  |David Fanshier Samuel Lewis oS
Tim'y Brundage, 2d Maj|David Purdie Jos. Dowlittle [Josiah Hays David 8mith e [Ebenezer Slawson,
David Hobby, Maj. Mar.Jesse Trusdale Gilbert Lyon Abraham Smith Abijah Wallace ¢[=| Capt

38,1780, David Hobby Willinm Wright Wright Carpenter  |William Mosier »~/Sam. Bouten, 1st Lt

Jacob Purdy James Miller David Lyon Nathaniel Tucker o [Zepha. Mills, 2d Lt.
(Two companies consoli-\John Thomas, jun'r {Abraham Miller Thomas Carpenter (John Faulkner = ctober 19, 1779
dated May 28, 1778, p.|Caleb Lawrence James Brundage Uria Wallace, N'r | |=

54 Moses St. John, 29th|Isasc Clark, 29th of{Isaac Miller, 29th of| 5,1778 J & |Joseph Benedict, Lt.
Two comp. consol., p. 54 | Sept. 1780 September, 1780 September, 1780 Col
Isaac Smith, Adjut. p. 251|Gilbert Lyon, do Wright Carp’nter, do|William Moshier, do S8amuel Banck, Nov.| |Ebenezer Slawson,

Nath'l Tucker, 29th! 8, 1781 Maj. Mar. 3, 1780
James Hammond, Lt. Col |George Comb Corn’s van Tassell June, 1781 Benj. Ambler, Nov.

of Jos. Drake’s Regi-|Daniel Martling  {Gershom 8herwood |Hes'iah Miller, 19th| 19, 1781

ment formerly Gabriel Requaw [John Baker Nov., 1781 Timothy Miller, do
Rich’d Garrison, 2d Maj |Jonas Arser . John Oakley I
Isanc Requaw, Adj Isracl Honeywell |Teunis Lent Jacob van Tassell | Thomas Buice &|Enoch Mead, Adi
Jonathan Horton, Major John van Wart Poter Pawling 5 |Joel Bouten, 9d Mai

95th June, 1778 William Veal Jonathan Knot =1 10thJ ln' 1782“.

Heary Lambert Benjamin Brown = |=| g9 wy s P
Daniel Williams Stephen Sherwood .o; .

-
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WESTCHESTER coUNTY. (Ccuncil Minutes A No. 1, p. 22.)

Field and Siaff Omcen.l Captains. First Licutenants, l Becond- Lieutenants. Ensigns.
Samuel Drake, Col (James Cronckhyte [Benj Dyckman Harmanus Gardinear{John Porter 7 |8 |Captains and subal-
John Hyatt, Lt. Col Ebenezer Boyd John Mandevil David Ferris Major Drake 4| terns to be officers
Nathaniel Delavan,'John Drake Abraham Smith Obadiah Purdy Henry Carman | .| of the compan.ics
Major Samuel Haight Daniel Mordine Solomon fsaac Clark 2| of their respective
Isaac Poinier, June/Henry Strang Daniel Delavan , [John McKeel James Archer be =| beats, page 93
25,1778 Ephraim Lockwood [Isaac Keeler Daniel Purdy Wm. Rogers &
Robert Lang, 2d Ma-'Sam. Lawrence, (re-Joseph Benedict Nath’l Reynold, junr|FEnoch Benedict | H]
jor, do signed,) p. 315 Andrew Baker Jacob van Wart John Montross =
Samuel Delavan John Kuduey Joscph Veal, junr  |Isaac Vermilier, jr ) §
5

Thaddeus Crane, Lt.
Col., p. 159, Oct.
21, 1779

Nathaniel Delavan,
Major, do

Jobhn Coley, Adjut.
Feb. 17, 1780

Jace’h Gilbert, 2d Ma-
Jor, do

Jeese Trusdell, Maj.
April 12, 1782, p.
45

Jas, Taylor

Abraham Buckhout,
Feb. 27, 1779

Ab'm Smith Heady,
do

Samuel Delavan,
(Horse,) do

John Drake, Grena-
diers, do

Benjamin Chapman,
Feb. 17, 1780

Danicl Bouton, Mar.
4,170

Samuel Lewis, do

Jacob van Wart, F'y
27,1719

‘Wm. Colear, do

David Ferris, do

.John McKeel

Johu Mandeville,
Horse, do

Ezekiel Hyatt, jun.
Grenadiers, do

Ebenezer Avery, Ap.
10, 1782, p. 243

Benajah Brown,do.do

Josiah Hayley, Feb.
17,1780
Gilbert Reynolds, 4th
Mareh, 1780
Benj. Brown, do
Eben. Avery, Ap. 10,
1782, p. 243
Bensjah Brown,do.do|

Adam Montross, F'y
27,1779

Eivan Purdy, do

Major Drake, do

James Archer, do

Urish Wallace,
Horse. do

Elijah 8cott, Grena-
diers, do

Abm. Fanshar, April
10, 1782, p. 243

Isaac Northrup, Feb.
17, 1780

David Smith, March
4, 1780

Abm. Fanshar, 10th
April, 1782

Ier'l Underhill, F'y 27,79
John McCreery, do
Dennis Kennedy, do
Jacob Carpeunter, do
Jae. Vermilie, Cor. do
J.Carman,3d Lt. Gre’rs,do|
Jas. Hunt, 29 J’e, 81
Joshua Drake, do
Austin Reynolds, do
Jesre Seymore, April

10, 1782, p. 243
Nat’l Lockw’d, do. do

J. Chapman, F’y 17,80,
p- 166

E Avery, Mar4,’80,p 177

Jehiel I’Eomon, do., p. 178

Benj. Benedict, do , p. 178

J Saym’re, 10 Ap.’82, 243

Nathan Lockwood, do. do

niAXx
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Intitled List of Field Officers for Westchester County, Sept.
12, 1775.
(Endorsed on the back, ‘“an old letter on Military Returns,’ Sec. Stat. Office, fol.
26, 1775, page 13.)
Commissions issued dated Oclober 14, 1775.
FIELD OFFICERS NOMINATED BY THE COMMITTEE OF WESTCHESTER CO,
First Regiment.
Joseph Drake, Colonel.
James Hammond, Lieutenant.
Moses Drake, 1st Major.
Jonathan G. Graham, 2d Major.
Abraham Emmons, Adjutant.
Theophilus Bartow, jun’r, Quarter Master.

Second Regiment.
Thomas Thomas, Colonel.
Gilbert Budd, Lieutenant-Colonel.
Ebenezer Lockwood, 1st Major.
Thaddeus Crane, 2d Major.
Jonathan G. Tompkins, Adjutant.
John Thomas, 2d Quarter Master,

Third Regiment.
Pierre van Cortlandt, Colonel.
Gilbert Drake. Lieatenant-Colonel.
Joseph Strang, 1st Major.
Ebenezer Purdy, 2d Major.
John Cooley, Adjotant.
Isaac Norton, Quarter Master.

THE WESTCHESTER GUIDES
During the Revolution.

John Pine, Michael Dyckman,

John Odell, James Oakley,

Abraham Dyckman, Frederick Martin Post,
Isaac Odell.

COUNTY PAPERS.

The “ Westronrster Herarp,” edited by Mr. Caleb Roscoe, published at
Sing Sing. The * WestcuestER Spy,” Mr. Manuel Noah, Editor, pablished

/’T
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at White Plains. The “ PeexsgiLL RepubLicaN,” Messrs. Richards and
Bronson, published at Peekskill. ~The * Hupsox River CHRONICLE,”
Mr. James B. Swain, Editor, published at Sing Sing. The * EasTERN
States JoURNAL,” Mr. Edmund G. Sutherland, Editor, published at White

Plains; and the * STaR Spanerep Bannze,” Mr. A. Hanford, Editor, pub-
lished at New Rochelle.

LODGES OF ODD FELLOWS,
Established in Wesichester County.

Names of the Petitioners for Cortlandt Lodge, I. O. of O. F,,
No. 55, located at Peekskill, Westchester County.

John C. Hitchcock, James L. Seabury,

Caleb H. Bosworth, James M. Spear.
Charter granted by G. L. of N. Y., August 18, 1841.
Instituted,

Names of the Petitioners for Cryptic Lodge, L O. of O. F., No.
75, located at Peekskill, Westchester County.

Joseph L. Cook, James R. Ferris,
Ephraim D. Fuller, James Summerbell,
C. W. Rogers, Isaac Hadden,
William Travis, John McCoord,
W. Gorden, E. D. Hinsdale.
Charter granted November 3, 1842,
Instituted.

Names of the Petitioners for Westchester Lodge, I. O. of O. F'.,
No. 77, located at Tarrytown.

Thomas Lindley, Caleb G. Wildey,
Jaceb Storms, Thomas Archard,
William G. Darley, Albert Lewis.

Charter granted November 9, 1843,

. "‘_\
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Names of the -Petitloners for Putnam Lodge, I. O. of O. F,,
No. 89, located at West Farms.
Aaron E. Hovey, James H. Jessup,

William Bayard, Robert L. Archibald,
John P. Descaso.

Charter granted June 15, 1843.
lostituted June 22d, 1843.

Names of the Petitioners for Ossinsin Lodge, I. O. of O. F.
No. 97, located at Sing Sing.

Edward van Wart, C. B. Blanchard,
Charles Southworth, Benjamin Underwood,
Jonathan Knapp, David J. Foster,
‘William Campbell, E. J. Sutherland.

Charter granted November 1, 1843.

Names of the Petitioners for Melancthon Lodge, I. O. of O. F.,
No. 163, located at Portchester,

J. V. Wilson,. €. G. Whiting,

W. A. Todd, J. J. Dealls,
William Stivers.

Charter granted June 16, 1845,

Names of the Petitioners for Nepperhan Lodge, I. O. of O. F.,
No. 181, located at Yonkers.

Samuel W. Chambers, William Mann,

James Borlane, James Hughes,

Horatio S. Gates, Peter Garrison,

Ezra B. Keeler, William Henry Garrison,
Alfred H. Hyatt, William P. Reviser,

Matthias Warner.
Charter granted September 30, 1845.

Names of the Petitioners fer Throgmorton Lodge, I. O. of O.

F., located at Westchester.
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Timothy S. Gibbons, George Granger,
Titus H. Adee, Alexander Tennent,
Andrew Naudain, William Bogie,
James A. Timpson, Joseph Bartlett,
William W. Waldron, Isaac Poole,
Matson S. Arnow, Morris E. Linn,
Andrew Arnow, John Mitchell,

Charter granted June 24, 18486.

Presbyterian Church, Bedford.
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HISTORY

or THE

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER.

BEDFORD.
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8t. Matthew’s Church, Bedford.

Tre half shire town of the county forms in shape nearly a
square, each of its sides being six miles in length. The name is
probably derived from the town of the same title in Bedfordshire,
England, from whence the early settlers came. The earlier ety-
mology of its name in the Saxon language was BEpanronD.»

Among the Mohegan Indians Bedford formed a portion of the
great territory of Rippowams, which extended eighteen miles
north of Stamford on the Sound, also eight miles east and west
of the same.

It will be shown presently that the chief proprietors of Rippo-

* Camdon’s Brittania.

Yor. L. 1 /‘
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wams in 1640, were Ponus, sagamore of T'oquams, and Wascus-
sue. sagamore of Shippan.

Cornelius van Tienhoven, (an early Dutch authority,) in de-

scribing the bounds of the Indian territory of Wechquaesqueck,
says, “this land is situate between two rivulets called Sint Sinck
and Armonck, lying between the East and North rivers.”s 'The
term Armonck (here alluded to,) is supposed to have been the
original Indian appellation for the Byram river, whose springs
arise from the Comonck hills in this town, sometimes called Coha-
mong ridge;® the last syllable onck or ong, when taken in connec-
tion with the rest of the word, denotes “the place or locality
where shells are manufactured into wampum.” From this we
infer that the seawan (the specie currency of the natives,) was
once manufactured in large quantities upon the banks of the
Byram or Armonck.

It may not be amiss to inform our readers that ¢ Seawant or
Seawan was one of the names for Indian money, called also
Wampum, Wampum peague, and Peague, which consisted of
beads formed of the shells of the Quahaug,e or wilk, a shell fish
which was formerly very abundant on our coasts, but lately of
more rare occurrence. It was of two colors, the black being held
of twice the value of the white ; indeed the last wus formed of an-
other shell fish, called AMeteauhkock, or Periwinkle, also named
Suckautock. The current value was six beads of the white or
three of the black for an English penny. The first account we
have of the English dealing in this currency was in 1627.”7d

A. D. 1650, the following act was passed by the Dutch council
of the New Netherlands, in consequence of “the corruption of
loose seawant, among which there are current money that are not
perforated, and half finished, and also made out of stone, bone,
glass, muscle shells, horns, and some out of wood, and broken
ones, whereby occasion is given for repeated complaints from the

s O'Callaghan’s Hist. N. N. 211.

» Rec. of Co. Roads, Ca. Clerk’s office, page 1.

¢ The round clam (venus mercenaria, Lin.) ¢ called Quehog, by the Mohegans.
From the internal purple part of thisshell fish, the colored beads of the aborigines
were manufactured.” Nat. Hist. of N. Y. part 1, Molusce, 217, 18.

¢ Alb. Rec. Notes of translator.
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inhabitants that they cannot go with such seawant to the market ;
therefore no loose seawant shall be current, nor be a lawful tender
except that the same shall be strung. Commercial seawant to
consist of six white or three black seawants for one stuyver ; the
base strung seawant shall pass eight white or four black for one
stayver.”s

In 1638, it was reduced from six to eight of the white, and from
three (o four of the black, for a stuyver. In 1663, seawan had
got into much disrepute, and was finally discontinued in 1682.

Sometime subsequent to the sale of 1640, the whole township
of Bedford was emphatically styled by the early plauters Catonah’s
land, after the Indian chief an1 proprietor of that name ; hence
we deduce the origin of the present local term Cantitoe, which
yet survives in the northern part of the town, the termination oe
denoting the place of that sachem’s residence.

Catonah must have assumed the supremacy over these lands
about 1680, for his first conveyance to the proprietors of the Hop
grounds bears date 23d December of that year. He appears to
have been living in 1703. What connection (or if any) existed
between Catonah and his predecessor Penaghag, (the grandson of
Ponus,) it is impossible to determine at this distant period.

In the vicinity of Bedford both Visschers and Vander Douck
in their maps of the New Netherlands, locate the Indian village of
Naunichiestawack, while further south was situated that of Be-
tuck-quapock.

A bold eminence lying to the north of Bedford village, still re-
tains the aboriginal name of Aspetong. 'Two roads in the west-
ern part of the town traverse the Indian paths of Potiticus and
Suckebonk, while Muscoota path runs near the northern line.
The summit of the high mountain ridge east of Bedford continnes
to be called the “ Iadian farm.” There is a tradition current
in the neighborhood, that the south side of this mountain, some-
times denominated Stony hill, was the scene of a bloody fight
between the early settlers and the aborigines. Mrs. Mariha
Holmes an aged inhabitant of Bedford, (still living,) remembers

¢ Dutch Trans. Rec. City Clerk’s office, N. Y. p. 30, 31.
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in 1765, to have seen several Indian mounds at the foot of this hill,
(a little south of the old school house,) which were pointed out
to her as the graves of those who fell in the conflict. This may
have been the battle fought between the Dutch and Indians in
Feb. 1644, an account of which is recorded in the journal of the
New Netherlands. Mr. O’Callaghan thus details the action in his
history of the N. N.: “On his return from Heemstede, Capt. Un-
derhill was ordered to Stamford, to obtain particulars of the where-
abouts of the savages. He brought word back, that they were en-
camped some five hundred strong in that direction, and that the
old guide urged the forwarding a body of troops immediately
thither, as he was desirous, on the one hand, to prove that the for-
mer ill success of the Dutch was not his fault ; on the other hand
anxious for protection, as his life was in constant danger.

“One hundred and thirty men embarked accordingly, under
Capt. Underhill and Easign Van Dyck, in three yachts, and
landed the same evening at Greenwich. But a severe snow storm
having set in, detained them at that settlement the whole of the
night. The weather, however, moderated towards morning, when
the party set forward and arrived soon after, at the foot of a rocky
mountain,» over which some of the men had to crawl, with con-
siderable difficulty, on their hands and feet. The evening, about
eight o’clock, brought them to within a few miles of the enemy.
Their further progress was, however, now impeded by two riv-
ers, one of which was some two hundred feet wide, and three in
depth. It was considered best to remain here awhile, in order to
refresh the men and 'to make arrangements for the coming attack.
After a rest of a couple of hours, the party again set forward at
ten o’clock. It was full moon, and the night so clear—‘a win-
ter’s day could not be brighter,’—that the Indian village was soon
discovered at a distance. It consisted of three rows of houses or
huts, ranged in streets, each eighty paces long, and backed by a
mountain which sheltered it from the north-west wind.  °

“But the Indians were as much on the alert as their enemy.
They soon discovered the Dutch troops, who charged forthwith,
surrounding the camp, sword in hand. The Indians evinced on

* Sopposed Stony hills, & mountainous ridge north of Bedford.
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this occasion, considerable boldness, and’ made a rush once or
twice, to break the Dutch line, and open some way for escape.
But in this théy failed, leaving one dead and twelve prisoners, in
the hands of the assailants, who now kept up such a brisk fire,
that it was impossible for any of the besieged to escape. After a
desperate conflict of an hour, one hundred and eighty Indians
lay dead on the snow outside their dwellings. Not one of the
survivors durst now show his face. They remnined under cover,
discharging their arrows from behind, to the great annoyance of
the Dutch troops. Underhill nowseeing no other way to over-
come the obstinate resistance of the foe, gave orders to fire their
huts. This order was forthwith obeyed ; the wretched inmates,
endeavoring in every way, to escape from the horrid flames, but
mostly without success. The moment they made their appear-
ance, they rushed or were driven precipitately back into their
burning hovels, ¢ preferring to be consumed by fire than to fall
by our weapons.’

“In this merciless manner were butchered, as some of the In-
dians afterwards reported, five hundred human beings. Others
carry the number to seven hundred ; ‘the Lord having collected
the most of our enemies there, to celebrate some peculiar festival.’

« Of the whole party, no more than eight men escaped this ter-
rible slaughter by fire and sword. Three of these were badly
wounded. Throughout the entire carnage, not one of the suffer-
ers—man, woman or child, was heard to utter shriek or moan.

“ This expedition having been thus croywned with complete suc-
cess, the wounded, fifteen in number, were attended to, and sen-
tinels posted to prevent surprise. Large fires were then kindled,
as the weather wasstill excessively cold, and the conquerors bivou-
acked during the remainder of the night, on the field of battle.
They set out next morning on their-return in good order, ‘ march-
ing with great courage over that harrassing mountain, the Lord
enduing the wounded with extraordinary strength,’ and arrived at
Stamford at noon, after a march of two days and one night, during
which they had little repose and less comfort. The English re-
ceived the soldiers with friendly hospitality, proffering them every
possible kindness. T'wo days afterwards the detachment arrived at
Fort Amsterdam, where a public thanks-giving was ordered for

Vs
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the brilliant success which attended the New Netherland arms.»

“ The late punishment (continues thg same authority,) inflicted
upon thess Indians, and the approach of spring, made them desirous
of peace, and they therefore solicited the intervention of Capt.

" Underhill to procure a cessation of hostilities.

N\

“ Mamaranack, chief of the Indians residing on the Kicktawanc,
or Croton River, Mongockonone, Pappenoharrow from the
Weckquaesqueecks and Nochpeem, and the Wappings from Stam-
ford, presented themselves in a few days (April 6, 1644,) at~Fort
Amsterdam, and having pledged themselves that they should not,
henceforth, commit any injury whatever on the inhabitants of
New Netherland, their cattle and houges, nor show themselves,
except in a canoe, before Fort Amsterdam, should the Dutch be
at war with any of the Manhattan tribes, and having further pro-
mised to deliver up Pacham, the chief of the Taukitekes, peace
was concluded between them and the Dutch, who promised on
their part, not to molest them in any way, but to allow them to
cultivate their fields in peace ; and as a guarantee of their sincerity,
surrendered several of their prisoners.”t

Upon the 1st of July, 1640, Nathan Twurner, in behalf of the peo-
ple of Quinipiacke, (New Haven,) “ bought of Ponus, sagamore
of Toquams, and of Wascussue, sagamore of Shippam, (the other
Indians consenting thereto,) all the ground belonging to the said
sagamores, except a piece of ground which Ponus reserved (or
himself and the other Indians to plant upon.” This purchase em-
braced all the land sixteen miles north of the Sound. The In-
dian name of the tract ‘was Ripprwams.e

“The consideration was twelve coats, twelve hoes, twelve
hatchets, twelve glasses, twelve knives, two kettles, and five
fathoms of white wampum.” The liberty of hunting and fishing
on the land, was reserved by the Indians.d The above sale was
confirmed to the inhabitants of Stamford, on the 10th of August,
1655, by Ponus,'and Onox his eldest son : “extending sixteen

& Journal Van N. N. *

b O’Callaghan’s Hist. N. N. p. 300, 1, 2, 3.

¢ On the 30th of Oct. 1640, Mr. Andrew Ward and Mr. Robert Coe, on behalfof
themselves 2ud twenty other planters, purchased Rippowams of New Havey, for
£33 sterling. Lambert’s History of New Haves, 176.

¢ Lambert’s History of New Haven.
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miles north of the town plot of Stamford, and two miles still fur-
ther north for the pasture of their cattle ; also eight miles east and
west, (the same as paid for before ;) and as a further recompense,
four coats of English cloth was given them.” This grant com-
prised nearly the whole township of Bedford.

The next purchase was made of the Indians on the 23d day of
December, 1680

“ Witness these presents, that we whose names are underwritten, namely :
Katonah, Stockahwac. Segotah, Jovis, Tohmacogyah, Yannayo, Kakenoud,
we do for ourselves, our heirs and executors, administrators and assignees, and
for.and in the behalf of all other proprietors of ye lands. commonly called ye
hopp grounds: we say we do hereby sell, alienate, assign and set over, from
these our heirs, execuotors, administrators and assignees, a certain parcel of up-
lands. and meadows, commonly called and known by ye name of ye hopp
grounds, which Jand begins at ye north end of Stamford bounds, as it is al-
ready bounded with marked trees, only the west line to be extended soathward
uotil it shall meet with its south-west line, drawn from three marked white
oaks, standing, and very near together, at south-west corner of ye said land,
and ye aboye named, do hereby sell, alienate and assign, and set over from us
and ours ye land above described with ye rights and privileges thereunto belong-
ing, forever unto Richard Ambler, Abraham Ambler, Joseph Cheoles, Daniel
Weed, John Wescot, Jonathan Petit. John Crosse, John Miller, Nicholas
Webster. Richard Ayres, William Clagke, James Seely, Joseph Stephens,
'Daniel Jones, Thomas Yomoyou and Benjamin Stephens, from their heirs,
executors, administrators and assignees forever, quietly to possess and enjoy,
without molestation by us or ours, or by any by our means or procarements ;
moreover, we the above named Keatonah, Rockaway, Segotah, Jovis, Tohona-
cogyah, Yannayo, Kakenard, do herein and hereby grant, sell and give, free
liberty of timber and herbage, for their creatures, upon our adjacent lands for-
ever, and free liberty of timber, and do hereby acknowledge to have received
foll aatisfaction for ye land abovesaid, in witness of truth we have caused this
bill of sale to be made, and hereunto set our hands and seals, the day and date
above written, Dec. 1680. Signed, sealed and delivered, in ye presence of us,

Joshua Knap, David Waterbury.b
KaToNan 3¢ his marke.

Rocarway py his marke.
SeeuTan i his marke.
Jovis b+ his marke.
CoBMACOYYOH ¢ his marke.
Yannare o his marke.
Kagexoup 3> his marke.

s Lambert’s Hist. of New Haven.
® Original docament in possession of the Hon. W. Jay, Bedford.
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The same year there appear to have been no less than twenty-
two proprietors of the Hop grounds, and from the town records
we learn that £43 10s 6d, had*been paid for its purchase.

Upon the 11th of October, 1681, the proprietors of the Hop
ground agreed that no one might be admitted as an inhabitant,
nor should have power to sell or exchange the land that might
be allotted to hiin, nor should he have any voice in disposing of
lands, but that any inhabitant on paying -forty shillings should
‘have an equal share with the proprietors in all the undivided
land.

At a court of election hclden in Hartford, May 11th, 1682, the
following license was granted to the people of the Hop ground.

“ Upon the petition of the people of the Hop ground, this court
doth grant them the privilege of a plantation and do order that the
pame of the town be henceforth called Bedford, and this court
doe appoint Joseph Theall to be the present chief military officer
for the train band of Bedford, and Abraham Ambler is also em-
powered by this court to grant warrants to swear officers and wit-
nesses, and to joyne persons in marriage according to law, and
they doe free the sayd towne of Bedford from county rates, for
the space of three years next epsuing.*

May the 2d, 1683, Catonah sagamore, and Papiag his son, Tan-’
daquid, Queraway and Chickhaag sold to the proprietors of Bed-
ford theland and meadow of Cohamong (Armonck) commonly so
called—* which said land and meadow lyeth to the south west,
going to the bounds of Bedford.”b

By the settlement of the colonial boundaries, November, 1664,
Bedford fell within the jurisdiction of Connecticut, the line be-
tween the two colonies commencing from the east point of
Mamaroneck River, where the fresh water falls into the salt at high
water mark, north north west to the line of Massachusetts. On
the ground that this dccision was erroneous, a further agreement
was concluded at New York, 28th of October, 1683, between the
governor of Connecticut and certain persons appointed to act with
him, by which it was stipulated that the line between New York
and Connecticut should begin at Byram River, at the east point,

& Connecticut Col. Rec. Hartford, volume iii. folio 131, 134.
b Town Rec.



COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER. Y

called Lyon’s Point, and so up along the said river to the country
road, thence north west 8 miles from Lyon’s point, and then twelve
miles east north east, and then in a line parallel to the North River,
and twenty miles distant therefrom, to the south line of Massa-
chusetts. The whole matter being left subject to the king’s ratifi-
cation. By this settlement Bedford would have been transferred
to New York ; but the king’s death unfortunately took place on
the 6th of February, 1684, before its completion, in consequence
of which the whole matter was again left open for a long and
angry discussion which soon ensued.

In 1685 the general court of Connecticut issued an order to the
effect, that all towns should take out patentsin due form, and that
the same should be legal evidence of their rights. Before the 28th
of January, 1688, the town ordered that as much money should be
raised as may be necessary to pay for a patent.

It will be seen, however, that the patent was not granted un-
til May, 1697, The names of the inhabitants including the re-
sident proprietors of Bedford in 1690, numbered thirty-one.
Their names are as follows :

Joba Green, William Clark, John Brown,
Joseph Miller, John Holmes, sen., John Miller, jun.,
John Holmes, Richard Ayres, Jonathan Miller,
John Miller, John Holmes, jun., John Ambler,
Mrs. Wildman, Abraham Wildman, David Mead,

M. Denham, Isaac Denham, Daniel Jones,
Zachariah Roberts, Jeremiah Andrews, Caleb"Webb,
John Webb, Richard Wescote, Thomas Asten,
Stephen Clason, Daniel Simpkins, David Clason,
Stephen Holmes, William Clark, John Higgins,

Abraham Ambler.

Upon the 25th May, 1692, Catonah, Noname, Wappowaham, Wewewana-
poage, Chuckheag and Pommescecan, sell to Daniel Simpkins of Bedford, a
certain piece of land lying west of the bounds of Bedford, that is to say, half
a mile square, as it is already marked and laid out by the Indians, and boun-
ded as followeth, viz. east by the bounds of Bedford, and south by a brook run-
ning off from the west ridges, and west and north as it is marked by the above-
said proprietors.®

Witnessed and delivered in the presence CaTtoNaH p¢ his mark.
of us, Steraex HorLuzs Warpownau P his mark.
= Town Rec.
Vou. 1. 2
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sud Jorx Brown. ' PumuzszceaM py his mark.
CHUOKHEAG )M _ Noxauz @ his mark.

WA.I’ APAGE.

February 10th, 1695, the town ordered that the rates shall be
issued according to the following valuations,* viz.

Each head or person . . . £12 00
« Ox, . . . 4 00
« Cow, 3 00
« Horse, .. 2 00
All improved lands, . . . 0150
All improved meadow with fence, . 0 10 0

In March, 1695-6, we find Governor Fletcher of New York,
writing to Governor Treat concerning sundry persons in Rye and
Bedford who desired to have their land titles confirmed.b
- At a meeting of ye governor and council, held at Hartford,
January 19th, 1696, protection was granted to the towns of Rye
and Bedford, as members of their corporation ; and on the 10th
of May following, Daniel Simpkins was appointed énsign for the
latter town. January 21st, 1696-7, Rye and Bedford applied to
be united to Connecticut, upon which that colony concluded to
receive them.o

In a letter from Governor Fletcher, to the authorities of Con-
necticut, dated April 5th, 1697, the former complains about the
latter’s receiving Rye and Bedford, and thus withdrawing them
from the obedience of New York.d

To cofnpel the refractory towns into obedience, Governor
Fletcher issued a proclamation upon April 15th, 1697, in which
he required Rye and Bedford to return to their allegiance.®

April 19th, 1697, Governor Fletcher states that Major Sellick
had interfered in favor of Connecticut, with fifty armed men.f

In reply 30th of April, 1697, Connecticut disclaims the use of
violent measures, and refers the whole matter to the King.e

Governor Fletcher and counsel, in answer to Connecticut, May
10th, 1697, entitles the reasons of the latter subterfugees, and
complains of her making a disturbance in time of war. In con-

2 Town Rec. b Boundary letters, Hartford, fol. 10, letter 137.
¢ Bound. letters, fol. 10, p. 138. 4 Bound. letters, 140.
¢ Bound. letters, 141. t Bound. letters, 141-2.

¢ Bound. letters, No. 144.
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clasion, Connecticut may rest assured that New York will use all
lawful means to reduce these people to obedience.*

Upon the 1st of May, 1697, the town petitioned for a patent,
embracing ten miles in length, from the north end of Stamford
bounds to ten miles northward into the woods, and eight miles
wide. The patent (which bears the Connecticut seal,) was taken
out May 13th, 1697. From the town records, it appears that Zac-
hariah Roberts, was allowed by the town, three shillings aday, and
half his expenses, and the town further ordered that every man
should pay him two pounds of flax for his expenses in going to
* Connecticut about the said patent.

In answer to Governor Fletcher’s letter of May the 10th, the
Governor and general assembly of Connecticut reply May 19th,
1697, that they consider the arguments of New York weak and un-
satisfactory, and are therefore, determined to protect these people.b

May the 3ist, 1697, Governor Fletcher and council find just
fault with Connecticut for using “such a stile,” and assert that
Connecticut gave up these towns by arrangement, in 1€83, and
made no claim to them for twelve years or more, New York is
therefore determined to pursue her duty.c

Upon the accession of Lord Bellamont to the government of
New York, April, 1698, we find Connecticut sending a delega-
tion to congratulate him. In a letter dated May 6th, Lord Bella-
mont expresses his thanks and good will towards Connecticut,
and encloses a letter ftom the Lords Commissioners of Trade, in
regard to Rye and Bedford ; he also denies their reasons for coun-
tenancing those towns in their revolt.d

In reply, May, 1698, the deputy governor and assistants ex-
press the kindest and most friendly feelings towards his excellen-
cy, but cannot answer concerning Rye aud Bedford until Gov-
ernor Winthrop’s return.®

Upon the 29th of March, 1700, King William the third gave his
approbation and confirmation to the agreement and survey of 1683
and 1684, whereby Rye and Bedford were included in New York.f

2 Bound. letters, No. 145. b Bound. letters, No. 146.
¢ Bound. letters, No 147. a4 Bound. letters, No.148.
* Bound. letters, No. 149. t Bound. letters, fol. XI., letters 48-9.
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On the 10th of October, 1700, the general court of Connecti-
cut released Bedford from all allegiance.

October, 1713, Connecticut appointed certain commissioners to
meet those of New York in fixing the line. A final agreement
and conclusion took place between the commissioners at Dover,
in Dutchess Co., May the 14th, 1731,2 by which Bedford and
Rye were forever hereafter included in ye province of New York.

"T'he following grant and conformation under the hand of Kito-
nab, occurs on the 24th of July, 1700.

* Kotonah Sagamore and chief proprietor of ye land about Bedford, hav-
ing formerly sold unto the inhabitants of the town of Bedford, a certain
tract of meadow land and upland northerly from the town and joining to their -
first purchase, which tract of land is bounded by a small brook east, which runs
north on the west side of Potiticus falls, and west by Beaver Dam River,
northerly bysthe Cross River, and southerly by Bedford’s land. This above
named tract of land (of Cotonah) Cotonah have sold from me and mine or any
Indian or Indians laying claim thereunto, to the inhabitants of Bedford, for a
valuable conslderatlon in hand, already received to my full satisfaction, &c.,

&e.
Signed sealed and delivered KaToNnan M his mark.
in presence of us, Toveseaxue ™ his mark.
Bexsamix Hart RurasqQuoss N his mark.

and Asranam Fixca.”

On the 13th of March, 170), the town sold to John Johns-
ton one hundred acres of land for £56, and some months after
Crosses vineyard for £8. Ata town meeting held in Bedford Oct.
4th, 1701,

- “The town by a major vote, doth order the committee to proceed with ye
Indians about purchasing ye lands westward of ye old purchase, and now
marked the old purchase, formerly bought of the Indians, November 3d, 1701
The town doth also agree that ye land westward of the first purchase, shall be
peid by heads ; and every head that payeth the Indians for it shall have every
one of them an equal share, according to what they pay. At the same time a
committee is chosen by vote, consisting of Zacariah Robertson, John Holmes,
jun., and Jonathan Petit, to see ye Indians satisfied for ye land formerly
bought of them, which is west of the first purchase.”

Upon the 4th of February, 1702, the town of Bedford sold to

_® Bound. letters, fol. XL, letter 136
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John Dibble, Crosses vineyard purchase for £18 ; on the 16th of
March (1702,) John Dibble agrees to sell 100 acres of the same
to Jacobus Yan Courtland, &c.

By a grant dated April 20, 1702, Katonah and Wackemane
convey to the inhabitants of Bedford all that tract of land within
the following bounds, viz:

“To begin where Beaver dam river and Cross River meet and 30 to run on
the north west side of a brook called miry brook, and then to run across the
hills westerly on the west side of Cisqua meadows until it meets the river call-
ed Cisqua River, and a great swamp, and so to run up the brook and by mark-
ed trees to the north end of Byram pond, and so to the north end of Cohamong
pond, and thep to a great red oak tree formerly marked by the Indians for Bed-
ford southermost bounds which stands on the west side of the west turn of
Meanau’s River, and this above said land, we Katonah and Wackemane do sell
for us our heirs, &c., to the inhabitants of Bedford.

Sigoed, sealed and delivered in presence of Kartoxam py his mark,

Zachariah Roberts and John Holmes. WackeMane ¢ his mark,

CaRraAROEA O his mark, AraTrom ! his mark,
Maxcagor > his mark, SiMoN ¢ his mark,

Upon the 4th of January 1703—4, Ketonah Sagamore and Wackemane, chief
proprietors of the lands about Bedford, have sold, and by these presents doe
sell &c., unto John Dibble of Bedford, in the county of Westchester, &ec. &
certain tract of upland and meadow, &ec. all within ye bounds hereafter named
and bounded by marked trees, from one branch of Beaver dam River southward
of Stone hills, then to rise westward of Stone hills, northward by ye marked
trees antil it meets with a brook coming out of Stone hills, and so to be bounded
by ye said brook until it meets the Cross River, and bounded by the said Cross
River until it meets a small brook, and then bounded westward by Bedford’s
cross vineyard purchase, and then bounded by Bedford’s first purchase, south-
erly and eastwardly until it meets yeo aforesaid branch, which tract of land
thus bounded we Catonah and Wackemane for us our heirs, &c., have sold to
the above said John Dibble, &c.2

Caroroca pg his mark, CaToNam < his mark, [L. 8]
Moxaqui >+ his mark, Wackemare 2 his mark, [L.s.]
SiMox o his mark, MaNGoCckEN ¢ his mark. [L.s.]

The same year we find John Dibble and wife, conveying to-
Jacobus Van Courtland, 700 acres of land lying in Bedford, called
the vineyard purchase, besides a certain parcel of meadow and

/"

a The original documents in possession of the Hon. William Jay.
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upland in ye bounds of said Bedford, first purchased, with marked
trees northerly, eastwardly by a small brook which runneth into
Cross River, and northerly by the Cross River, containing about
400 acres.

Upon the 5th of May, 1703, Catonah Sagamore and Wackemaue, for them-
selves and in behalf of any other Indians concerned, sell to Zachariah Robert-
son of Bedford, all that land between Bedford 'bounds and Muscotah River
which lyeth between Ciequa River aud ye Cross River, for the several partica-
lars hereinafter named.

This is ye truth of ye bargain test. Zacariah Robertson.

10 pieces of eight which is paid,
6 shirts,

4 dozen coats,

2 blankets,

1 broad cloath coat,

4 hatchets,

4 1bs of powder,

2 gallons of rum.

The last Indian deed for lands in Bedford bears date, July 24th,
1703.

Wherein Catonah and Wackemane sell to Jacohas Van Courtland of the
city of New York, and Zacariah Robertson, a certain tract of upland meadow
and swamp, all within ye bounds hereafter named, that is to say to begin where
Beaver dam River and ye Cross River meets, and 8o to run westwardly by
Bedfords marked trees until it comes to a black oak tree inarked apon a high
hill, and then to run west to Muscotah River, and then to keep the south side
of Muscotah River, until it meets ye Cross River, and 10 keep the said Crose
River until it meets ye aforesaid Beaver dam River, &c.

Signed sealed and delivered in presence CaTonan ) his mark,
of us, Nathan Clark, Joseph Hunt, W aickeMang O his mark,
Hezekiah Roberts. MzequacoM »x his mark,
NoarariN & his mark, Cacororo g his mark,
MasHATO ) his mark, MamTERO (5 his mark,

AmBoock < his mark,

By a patent issued on the 8th day of April, 1704, Queen Anne
confirmed the inhabitants of Bedford in all their legal rights.

“Whereas the general court of Connecticat on the 13th day of May in yo
year of our Lord Christ, 1697, hath granted unto the proprietors, inhabitants
of the town of Bedford, then within that colony, all those lands, &¢., in their
sbotments, viz: southerly on ye bounds of the township of Stamford, west-
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‘wardly by ye wilderness, north on ye wilderness, and eastwardly oa ye wilder-
pess or land not laid out, every of which sides is zix miles in length, whirh said
lands have been by purchase or otherwise lawfully obtayned of the native lndian
proprietors thereof &c., and the governor and company of the said colony as-
sembled in general council by virtue of their charter afterwards to wit, ye 21st
day of May, in the ninth year of King William, did give, grant, ratify and con-
firm &c. unto John Miller, sen., Daniel Simpkins, Zacariah Roberts, Samuel
Seely, Jeremizh Andrews, John Wescoate, John Miller, jun., and John Holmes,
jun., and the rest &c. The aforesaid parcel of land six miles square the privi-
leges of being one entire township by patent.

We have given, granted, &c. to our loving subjects, Zacariah Roberts, sen.,
John Holmes, sen., Cornelius Seely, sen., Zacariah Roberts, jun., Cornelius
Seely, jun., John Miller, jun., Jonathan Miller, John Holmes, jun., David
Miller, Richard Holmes, Jonathan Holmes, David Holmes, Capt. Peter
Mathews, Col. Jacobus Van Courtland, Obadiah Seely, Stephen Claeson, John
Westcoate, jun., Richard Westcoate, Nathan Clarke, Joseph Hunt, Richard
Ayres, Jeremiah Andrews, Joseph Palmer, David Meade, John Dibble, Daaiel
Jones, John Clapp, Thomas Howard and Vincent Simpkins, their heirs the
said tract of 23,000 acres called ye town of Bedford, &e. Witness our right
trasty and right well beloved coasin, Edward Vicount Cornbury, Captain Gene-
ral and Governor in chief of our proviasce of New York and New Jersey, and yo
territories and tracts of land depending on them in America, Admiral of the
same, &c., in council at Fort Anne, New York, the 8th day of April, in the
third year of our reign A. D. 1704.* .

In the spring of 1714 a rate was levied on ye propﬁ'elors of ye
townskip of Bedford, in proportion to their several properties
therein, for ye raising ye sum of £50 for ye discharging of her
majesties dues of quit rent for ten years.

The proportion of Col. Jacobus Yan Cortland for
2565 acres in ye north west corner of ye patent lands
was . . . . . . . . . £6

For his vineyard purchase, 607 acres . . . 1

For his right in Dibble’s purchase, 762 acres .1

For his right in ye new purchase. . . - 21304

The following document is extracted from a manuscript vol-
ume entitled “the receipt book of the quit rents of Bedford, paid
from 1714 to 1767.”

o&
S8

¢ Received of Mr. Jonathan Miller and Joseph Seely the sum of fity pounds,
proclamation money, being in full for ten years quit rent for the town of Bed-

/

» Albany Book of Pat. No. vii. 271.
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ford, to the 25th of March Jast, witness my hand this 1st day of May, A. D.
17142 .
£50 prool. ‘money. . v T. Bvervy, CoLL.

Upon the 12th of October, 1705, John Dibble,b by a bill of sale
conveyed all his right, title and interest in the town of Bedford to
Jacobus Van Cortland ; the latter individual subsequently became
invested in the rights of Jonathan Miller on the 15th of October,
1713, and Zacariah Roberts on the 13th of October, 1717.

Upon the 23d of June, 1736, “ the land to the north of Cross
River was divided by lot among the twenty nine proprietors of
Bedford.”

On the 10th of April, 1738, Jacobus Yan Cortland devised *all
his tenements and hereditaments situated within the patent and
township of Bedford to his son Frederick Van Cortland of Yonkers
and his three daughters; Margaret, wife of Abraham Depeyster ;
Anne, wife of John Chambers ; and Mary, wife of Peter Jay, the
parties giving mutnal leases and releases to one another.”c

" Frederick Van Cortland one of the above devisees obtained a re-
lease from the following freeholders of Bedford on the 21st of
September, 1741,

Hezekiah Roberts, Jobn Holmes, Naniel Holly,
John Miller, Jonathan Westcoat, Nathan Clark,
Joseph Seely, Richard Westcoat, Moses Fountain,
Jonathan Holmes, ~ Dauiel Miller, John Miller,
Zacariah Mills, Richard Holmes, Samuel Miller,
Jonathan Seely, Daniel Haight, Samuel Barras,
Ebenezer Holmes, Philip Ayres, Ebenezer Owen,
Jonathan Miller, Vincent Simpkins.

From an original map drawn up by Samuel Purdy, surveyor,
it appears that a partition of Jacobus Van Cortlandt’s estate took
place in 1743. To Frederick Yan Cortlandt, was allotted 1424
acres, to Abraham De Peyster 1110 acres, to John Chambers 1282
acres, and to Peter Jay 1299 acres.

8 The original in possession of William Jay of Bedford.

b The ancestor of John was Thomas Dibble a freeman of Dorchester, Massachu-
setts, who removed to Windsor, Conn. ’

¢ Co. Lib. G. folio 298.

\
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Upon the death of Peter Jay, Esq. in 1782, his share fell to
three sons, Peter, Frederick, and John. The latter was subse-
quently invested with a large portion of the original allotmeat.

By the decease of the Houorable John Jay in 1829, his son
William Jay, Esq. became the sole proprietor of the Bedford es-
tate. Mr. Jay therefore, is the only descendant of Jacobus Van'
Cortlandt, that owns a foot of the original patent in the town of
Bedford. Abraham De Peyster sold to various individuals. The
descendants of the ancient proprietors of the Hop grounds (resident
in Bedford) are still very numerous, viz: the Green’s, Miller's,
Holme's, Robert’s, Ambler’s, Clark’s, Ayre’s, Westcoal’s, Simp-
kin’s, Mead’s, Webb’s, Clason’s and Higgin’s.

The village of Bedford is delightfully situated a little north of
the Mehanas River, in a large and fertile vale almost environed by
high hills. The surrounding country, is well wooded, and water-
ed by several streams tributary to the Croton. The principal of
these are the Pepemighting misnamed the Kisco, the Cisqua or
Beaver dam, and the Peppeneghek or Cross River. Bedford bemg
a half shire town with White Plains, (which is located sixteen
miles south.) The courts are held alternately at both places.

Court House, Bodrord.

As early as 1680, the proprietors of the Hop ground (then re-
siding at Stamford,) appointed a committee for the purpase of

Vou. 1.
f l\.



18 HISTORY OF THE

laying out a town spot, and house lots, the latter to consist at
least of three acres each, also a town common field or park, was
directed to be laid out.” At this period the Hop pround formed .
a part of Stamford township within Fairfield county, and was
therefore under the jurisdiction of Connecticnt. In 1681 the
general court of that colony ordered the laying out of a plantation
at the Hop ground.

On the 11th of October, 1681, the proprietors of the Hop
ground appointed a committee to lay out and divide the residue of
the land at the Hop ground. It wasalso agreed to receive eleven
inhabitants in order to form a town, and a committee appointed
to go and view the land for the purpose of laying out a cart way
to the Hop ground.

“Upon the 11th of May, 1682, the general court orderéd that
the name of the town be henceforth called Bedford.”

The town records, preserved in the clerk’s office, contain the
following items, which, from their curiosity we insert :—January
141h, 1682, a committee was appointed to take measures for build-
ing a grist mill for the town.” July, 1682, at the first town meet-
ing held in Bedford it was voted that any person having a right
in land and pot building a house by the last of next May, or who
should build a house and not inhabit it for three years, should
forfeit his right to the town.

January 29th, 16388. The town by vote doth order, that every
one here present at the town meeting shall have a piece of
land consisting of four acres added to the former dividend, for
their faithfulness in attending town meetings. Seventeen were
present on this occasion. On the 9th of January, 1699, the town
agreed to give six acres of land for a grind stone. November
171h, 1701, the town bought a mill for £15. The present village
conlains a court house and prison, two churches, an academy,
two taverns, three stores, forty dwellings, and about two hun-
dred and fifty inhabitants; it is fourteen miles from Sing Sing,
and sixteen from Tarrytown, on the Hudson, forty-four from
New York, and twelve from Greenwich in Connecticut, on the
sound. Near the western border of the town is situated the Bed-
ford railroad station. The Bedford academy has been in suc-

A\
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cessful operation for several years; its present principal is Mr.
Odell Close. Besides the:abave iastitution, there are eightesn
school districts. ‘The old parish grave yard lying on-a declivi-
ty near the Methodist meeting house, contains many carious
memorials. )

The Sacred W. W,
Decea to the memory of here lies the
sed Cor. Lewis McDoxarp Esq. body of Thomas
Thomas and Sarah his wife Woolsey
Woolsey being a native of North Britain also
born in borne at Strathspey 1709 - Jacob Briam
the year  and departed this life 24 July 1777 son of Thomas
A. D. 1655. ) : bora Sept. 1733 ob. 1760.
Saored '
to the memory of the -
Rev'n Enznzzer Graxre
. 17 years minister of the

Presbyterian Church in Bedford
who deparjed this life Sept. 8. 1821.
aged 48 years
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from henceforth, yea, saith the spirit, that
they may rest from their labors
and their works do follow them.
Rev. 14: 13,

The Methodist Episcopal Church was erected in 1837, and
incorporated on the 18th of January, 1838.2 A prior incorpo-
ration of this society, appears to have taken place 24th July, ~
1825. John Fountain, Robert Knowlton, Joseph Clark, James
Fountain, Gabriel Smith, trustees.b A third occurs 9 April, 1844.c

Upon a commanding eminence which rises north of the vil-
lage stands the Presbyterian Church, a modern structure of wood,
surmounted with a small cupola and spire. The old church
which was burnt during the revolutionary war, stood south east
of the present edifice, near the foot of the hill. The first relj-
gious society organized at Bedford in 1680, was Congregational,
at that time the established religion of the colony of Connecticut.

a Religious Sec. Co. Rec. Lib A.
s Ib. Lib. B. p. 53.
e Ib. Lib. B. 88.

/
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The proprietors of the Hop ground appear to have made early
provision for the erection and suppért of a church, for, in 1680,
it was agreed that a meeting house should be erected on the com-
mons.” In 1681, the general court instructed the committee who
were to lay out a plantation at the hop ground, *to take care that
there should be a suitable lot laid out for the first minister of the
place, and a lot for the minister forever.” December 8th, 1681,
the proprietors agreed to give Mr. Prudden a call to be their
minister. In 1688 the Rev. Thomas Denham must have been
settled here, for on the 28th of Jgnuary, (of that year,) the town
ordered £20 to be raised and collected for Mr. Denham’s salary.

September 23, 1689. The town by vote agreed that in “ case
Mr. Abraham Ambler, sen., will come up and live at Bedford
and carry on the Sabbath as God shall enable him, we will
give unto him the sum of £20 a year, so long as he shall per-
form the work among us.” The following month (Qctober 15)
it was agreed to bnild Mr. Abraham Ambler a frame house forty
feet by twenty-two.

“16th of December, 1692, David Mead was chosen by the
town to keep the town drum, to keep it in repair and to beat it
when necessary, and to be allowed 10 shillings yearly.”

Prior to the use of bells in New England, the meetings were
summoned by beat of drum, or the blowing of the conch shell:
to this practice the poet alludes :

“ New England’s Sabbath day,”
Is heaven-like, still, and pure,
Then lsrael walks the way
Up to the temples door :

The time we tell,

When there to come, -

. By beat of drum,

Or sounding shell.

On the 19th of October, 1694, the town agreed to buy
a house and lot of John Ambler for a parsonage, provided his price
do not exceed £35.

On March 21st, 1698, the town voted that every man should
pay three pence per acre for all the land he had for the support of
a minister.

Upon the 9th of January, 1699, the inhabitants of the town re-

~
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quested. the ministers in the county to inform them where they
could procure a minister, at the same time offering forty acres
of land and £30 in current provision as his pay.a

On the 26th of December, 1699, the town agreed with Mr.
Joseph Morgan, minister as follows, viz: first to give him the use
of the parsonage, on condition he stays three years ; secondly, to
build him a two story house, twenty-seven feet by twenty,
the house to belong to his heirs if he die in the town; if he
removes he shall pay the town the expence of building the house ;
third, to give him the first year £40, and plant and manure forty
acres for him, and afier the first year to give him £20, and to
raise-ten acres of winter grain for him yearly, to cut and cart his
fire wood, and transport himself and family to Bedford free of ex-
pence. In a summary account of the state of the church in the
province of New York, as it was laid before the clergy, convened
October 5th, 1704, at New York ; it is therein stated that * there
is an independent church at Bedford where the minister designs
to leave them; they are wel) affected to the church, and it is
hoped when he is gone they will be in communion with her.”»

The following year Col. Caleb Heatheoate informs the secreta-
ry of the Propogation Society, ¢ that sometime prior to his coming
into the Province, Rye and Bedford had a minister, one Mr.
Denham, and afterwards one Mr. Jones at Bedford.c

A LIST OF MINISTERS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

BEDFORD.
Install or call, Ministers.
1681 Rev. Peter Prudden,
1688 Rev. Thomas Denham,d
Oct. 1689 Rev. Abraham Ambler,
1699 Rev. Joseph Morgan,
1704 Rev. Eliphalet Jones,e

s November 14, 1699, the town agreed to give sixteen acres of ploughed land to
Mr. Copp, in condition he would inhabit among them.

» See Church Rec. Francis L. Hawks, D. D. vol. i. No. 16.

s Church Record 1841, vol. i. No. 29.

4 Styled in the Co. Rec. minister of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in Bed-
ford.

¢ 8nn of the Rev. John Jones, of Fairfield, born at Concord, January 11, 1641.

/-
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The first regularly installed Presbyterian pastor of Bedford,
was the Rev. William Tennent ; this individual upon his first sr-
rival in America, (in 1716,) setiled at East Chester, A. D. 1720;
the exact date of his removal to Bedford has not been determined ;
it probably toak place in 1721.s '

The Presbyterian Society was incorporated by virtue of an act
of the legislature of this state * entitled an act to enable all relig-
ious denominations in this state to appaint trustees who shall be
a body corporate, for the purpose of taking care of the temporalities
of their respeclive congregations, and for other purposes therein
mentioned, passed 6th of April, 1784, ¢ to be known by the name of
the trustees for the Presbyterian Church and congregation of Bed-
ford, to be governed in discipline cnd worship according to the
Directory of the now established Church of Scotland,” first trustees
Zebadish Mills, Israel Lyon and Joseph Owen.b

LIST OF MINISTERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT
BEDFORD,

Install or call, Ministers. Vacated by
1721  Rev. William Tennent,  resig.
1740  Rev. Robert Sturgeon, do.

1743 Rev. Samuel Sackett, do. 1753
Jan. 1, 1769 Rev. Eliphalet Ball, do. Jan. 1, 1769
Dec. 13, 1769 Rev. Samuel Mills, do. May 18, 1786

May 18, 1786 Rev. John Davenport, do. May 4, 1791
Nov. 15, 1798 Rev. Josiah Henderson, do. Nov. 15, 1803
Sept. 20, 1804 Rev. Ebenezer Grant, ob. Sept. 6, 1821
April 16, 1828 Rev. Jacob Green, present minister.

First elders of the church, Ebenezer Miller, and Jacob Smith,
first deacon Ebenezer Miller.

CHURCH MEMORANDA.

A. D. 1826, communicants 141, baptisms 19,

* The Rev. William Tennent was the founder of the Log. College, Penn. See

Biographical sketches of the founder by A. Alexander, D. D.—Assembly Magagine,
May, 1805.

b Religious 80c. Incorp. Co. Rec. Lib. A. 4
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A. D. 1836 communicants, 191, baptisms, 6,
1846 ditto 194, ditto 7,

Present number of communicants in (1847,) 200. ]

The Bedford presbytery,» which was created in 1829 consists
of the following churches, Bedford, So 1.ers, South Salem, Pound-
ridge, Rye, S. Greenburg, White Plains, Mt. Pleasant, Yorktown,
North Salem and Greenburgh.

About half a mile north of the Presbyterian church, lies a
small scattered hamlet consisting of two churches, an academy,
two stores and several dwellings; through it the northern road to
Cantetoe passes. In the northern part of this hamlet is situated
St. Mathews Kpiscopal Church, a neat structure of brick, erected
in 1807, by public subscription. -

Bedford originally constituted one of the three districts of Rye
parish, having been annexed thereto by the general acts of assem-
bly, passed in 1693, 1696 and 1700. The first rector of the parish
was the Rev. Thomas Pritchard ;b from a letter addressed by this
individual to the Venerable Propogation Society, dated Novem-
ber 1st, [704, we learn that the Rev. Mr. Stewart was laboring as
a missionary at Bedford.

The quota furnished by the Bedford precinct towards the
Rector’s tax in 1725 was £16, 2s. 0d, in 17435, £30,
throughout the year 1728. The Rev. Timothy Wetmore officiated
here, and the Rev. Mr. Lampson in 1745; at this date there ap-
pear to have been four hundred families within the two precincts
of Bedford and North Castle. In 1733, the Rev. Timothy Wet-
more informed the Propogation Society, *‘ that the congregations at
Bedford and North Castle were large and flourishing.”

In the spring of 1762, the precincts of Bedford and North Cas-
tle were visited by the Rev. George Dibble and St. George Tal-
bot, Esq. 'T'he latter gentlemari, (says Mr. Humphreys,) willing to
know the religious state of the people, desired Mr. Dibble to ac-
company him to Bedford, Crumpond and Peekskili, and to return
by way of Croton and White Plains, which hedid, and preached

* The earliest meeting of the Presbytery in America, is supposed to have taken
place in 1705.
» Sece Rye.
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in each of those places, and baptized ten children; he found no
person of any denomiuation in any of these places except at Bed-

_ford, in each of themn he met with several families professors of
the Church of England.

St. George Talbot subsequently devised in trust, ¢ certain sums
of money,” “for the use and benefit of the churches of North Cas-
tle and Bedford.”

“ From letters received by Dr. Auchmuty, Rector of Trinity
Church, and Mr. Livingston (executor of the late Mr. St. George
Talbot,) dated December 8th, 1769, it appears that the heirs at
law leave no method untried to defeat the purposes of Mr. Tal-’
bot's will and that by evasive practices in law, the cause is
still undetermined.”b

in 1771, Mr. John Livingston informs the Propogation Society,
that with regard to Mr. Talbot’s will the attorneys have judged
it expedient to come to an agreement with the heirs of Mr. Tal-
bot, by which the executors should pay them £1300, in full
for their claim and demand on the real and personal estate. It will
be seen, however, that the Church did uot receive the legacy until
the year 1803.

The Episcopal Church of Bedford was first mcorporated on the
19th of April 1789, under the stile of * the Trustees of the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church in the townships of Bedford and North
Castle.”e

In consequence of an act passed for the relief of the Protestant
Episcopal Church on the 17th of March, 1795 ; this church was
‘again ipcorporated under the name and title of “the Protestant
Episcopal Chureh in the United towns of Bedford and New Cas-
tle, the church at New Castle to continue by the regular name
of St. George's Church.” Charles Haight of New Castle,and .
William Miller, Esq. of Bedford, Churchwardens ; Sarauel Ray- ~
mond, Gabriel Smith, David Haight, James McDonald, Marma-
duke Forster, Gilbert Martin, Nicholas Haight and Sumuel Smith

* ¢« Whieh said money ie now in possession of Lewis McDonald and others,” ex-
tracts from will of St. George Talbot, Eeq.

b Reports of Propogation Society.

¢ Incorp. of Religious Soc. Lib. A. 12,

\
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vestrymen.” Theodosius Bartow appears to have been minister
of the united parishes at the time of election.»

At a meeting of the vestry November 12th, 1796, it was ¢ order-
ed that William Miller, Esq., be empowered to commence and
carry on a suit against Philip I. Livingston for money left by St.
George Talbot to the churches of Bedford and New Castle.”

At a meeting of the vestry held on the 3rd of March, 1803,
« Mr. Miller informed the board that the money bequeathed to
the upited churches by the late St. George Talbot, had been recov-
ered by a judgment obtained in the supreme court against Philip
L. Livingston, and the said money after deducting charges will
probably amount to about twenty-five hundred dollars.” The
vestry at the same meeting resolved to purchase a certain house
and forty acres of land in Bedford, at the price of sixteen hundred
and twenty-five dollars, for a glebe and parsonage; the purchase
was subsequently made and a new parsonage erected thereon in
1822. In 1804, Trinity Church, New York, liberally endowed
the united churches of Bedford and New Castle with the sum of
one thousand dollars; also in 1808 the further sum of one hun-
dred and fifty dollars.b

At a vestry meeting held on the 8th of December, 1808, it was
resolved ¢ that the residue of the bequest -of St. George Talbot
be appropriated towards defraying the cost of building a church
in Bedford.c

The communion silver belonging to St. Matthew’s Church,
was the united gift of Mrs. Banyar and Anu Jay, on the 29th of
October, 1810."

The service books were presented by Mrs. Ann Raymond of
Bedford. In 1839 the church was repaired and new seated ; the
first delegate from this parish to the Diocesan convention in 1787,
was Stephen de Lancey, Esq. .

s Incorp. of Relig. Soc. Lib. A. 64.

b Hist. of Trinity Ch. N. Y. by Samuel Berrien, D. D.

¢ The church at New Castle having been found too much decayed for public
worship, was taken down in 1839 ; from that time services have been entirely con-
fined to Bedford.

Vor. 1. 4
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' RECTORS OF BEDFORD.

Institution or call, Incumbents, by resig.
1704, Rev. Stewart, clericus, ditto
1796, Rev. Theodosius Bartow, Presb.  ditto
30th July 1804, Rev. George Strebeck, Presb. ditto
1809, Rev. Nathan Felch, Presb. ditto
16th June 1816,  Rev. George Weller, Deacon, ditto
181Y, Rev. Samuel Nicholls, Presb. ditto
12th Aug.1838,  Rev. Alfred Partridge, pr. incum.

NOTITIA PAROCHIALIS.

1745, baptisms 14, communicants 00
1810, ditto 08, ditto 10-
1815, ditto 19, ditto 24
1844, ditto 09,  ditto 88

The burying ground adjoinintg the church contains memorials
to the families of the Amblers, Guions, Olmsteds, Collyers, Ray-
monds, Parks, Gardeners and Banks. ,
Within the before mentioned hamlet, near the junction of the
Sing Sing and Bedford roads, stands the Baptist Church.. The
Baptist Society was first organized September 22d, 1798, seven of
its members having received legal letters of dismission from the
Baptist Church of Stamford, to form a new society under the pas-
toral charge of Elder Jones; on the eighth of May 1802, elder
Ezra Fountain was elected Pastor of this church, an office which
he held with great acceptance until his death which took place
November 26th, 1837. The Rev. Ezra Fountain was interred
on his farm, at present occupied by John A. Miller, in this town,
where a monument has been erected to his memory, which con-
tains the following epitapth, written by himself :

“ A dying preacher I have been,”
To dying creatures such as you,

A dying preacher I remain,
To all who come my grave to view.

It may be truly said of this good man, though dead he yet
speaketh. Mr. Fountain was succeeded in the pastoral charge by
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Elder Charles H. Underhill who continued for two years. Their
successors have been Elder Samuel Covel, and Elder, Nathan
Reed, the present pastor is a licentiate from the Baptist Semina-
ry of Madison County, New York. Present number of communi-
cants, 250.

The Union Academy of Bedford occupies a prominent situation
south east of the Baptist Church’; its principal is Alexander G. *
Reynolds.

Near the hamlet, are situated the residences of William Hursell
and Jabez Robertson, Esqrs.

To the south east lies the Hook farm, the property of Phinehas
Barrett Esq., (formerly belonging to Col. James Holmes.) Upon
the 5th of April, 1774, James Smith and Mary his wife sold to
James Holmes, “ all that messuage lying in Bedford, commonly
called the Hook, containing seventy-three acres.

Col. James Holines was the son of John and Jemima Holmes; his
father John Holmes was a respectable farmer, a man of extensive
real and personal property, a large proportion of which descended to
him from his father John Holmes, who emigrated to this country
from Beverly, Yorkshire, in England, about the year 1660, and
was one of the original proprietors and settlers of this town.
John Holmes, father of the said Col. James Holmes held many
civil and military appointments. He was many years a town clerk,
Justice of the Peace and Captain of the Militia, which appoint-
ments he held till the time of his death.

During the French war between France and Great Britain, in
1757-8, Col. James Holmes volunteered in the service of his coun-
try, and was in the great and destructive battle under the com-
mand of General -Abercrombie, in which were nineteen hundred
men killed and wounded. After the conquest of Canada he re-
turued to Bedford. '

Upon the commencement of hostilities between America and
Great Britain, he was appointed by the New York Convention
one of a committee of three, viz: Col. James Van Courtland, Capt.
Montgomery, (afterwards Gen. Montgomery,) and himself| to pro-
ceed to examine the heights about Kingsbridge, and report where
it would be advisable to fortify. They performed this duty and
reported satisfactory. The same convention ordered four regi-

Ve
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ments to be raised. The first was given to Alexander M'Dougal,
the second to G. Yan Schaick, the third to James Clinton, and
the fourth to James Holmes. These regiments were immediate-
ly advanced to the northward. In 1777, he retired from the
service of his country, owing to certain circumstances which
had tended to dampen his military ambition, and returned to his
farm. In the spring of 1778, he was arrested by order of the
committee of public safety, and conveyed to Bedford.

He snbsequently accepted the appointment of Lieut. Colonel of
the corps of West Chester County refugees, in the British service ;
in this corps he remained till the end of the war. Colonel James
Holmes dicd at New Haven, July, 1824; leaving issue by his
wife Tamar, two daughters ; Tamar, who married James Ronalds,
father of William R. Ronalds, Esq., of New York, and Sally, the
wife of Jeremiah Lounsberry of this town.s

The village of Bedford was burnt during the Revolutionary
war, (by a party of British light horse on their route to Fairfield,)
and much valuable property destroyed in its immediate vicinity,
but the inhabitants continued firmly attached to the interests of
their country.

On the 15th of July, 1779, General Heath having ascertained
that the enemy’s shipping had gone down towards New York,
moved his troops and took a strong position between Ridgefield
and Bedford, sending out patrols of horse and foot on all the
roads.b /

On the evening of the 29th of December, 1780, (writes General
Heath,) a party of the enemy from Delancey’s corps, consisting of
about one hundred infantry und fifty horse, came up to North
Castle where after a short halt they proceeded towards Bedford
new purchuse. Capt. Pritchard who was posted at Bedford with
a company of continental troops, and some militia, immediately
advanced towards them, attacked their van, who retreated, as did
their main body. Capt. Pritchard pursued them as far as Youngs.
It was said that one of the enemy was killed and several wound:

s Extracts from life of James Holmes, Esq., printed in 1815.
b Heath’s Mem. p. 270.
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ed who were carried ofl in a wagon. Four oxen, and between
thirty and forty sheep were retaken, eight or ten head of cattle
were driven off ; the captain sustained no injury.»

On the morning of the sixteenth, 1781, (contiuues the same au-
thority,) “ the enemy made an incursion from Morrisania, to-
wards Bedford, dnd took Lieuts. Carpenter, Wright and Peacock,
and five other inhabitants prisoners; burnt five houses, plunder-
ed and stript several other inhabitants, and returned ; they were
pursued by Capt. Pritchard, but could not be overtaken.b

One of the most prominent objects in the immediate vicinity
of Bedford village, is the round hill called Aspéiong, celebrated
for its beautiful views of the surrounding country, its snmmit
affords a favorite resort for purties during the summer season.c

The road proceeding north from the village descends into the
valley of the Beaver dam, (Cisqua,) watered by a beautiful stream
of the same name, which rises in the adjoining town of Pound-
ridge. Inits progress to the Croton the Beaver dam is fed by
the waters of broad and muddy brooks. By the process of gaug-
ing in 1833, (ata fair minimum,) the Beaver dam and Broad brook
yielded four million nine hundred and sixty-three thousand four
hundred and eighty gallons per diem.d

The former stiéam appears to have been in a peculiar manner
the haunt of the beaver; hence the origin of the name Beaver
dam. This timid animul, (says Yan der Donck,) ¢ always con-
structed its dwellings over running streams, having apertures in
the lower stories which communicated with the water from which
they could more easily retreat under water to places of safety
which they have always prepared near their houses ; these consist
of a hollow or hole entwining under water from the side of the
stream whereon their house was erected, and adjoining under the
bank into which they retreat on the approach of danger, wherein
they seem to he safe and secure that no person can molest them.
Eighty thousand beavers (the same authority asserts,) were killed

« Heath’s Mem. p. 268.
b Heath’s Mem. p. 274.

¢ 11th Mey, 1772, John Farnam conveys to James Hollne- alot of land lying in
Bedford near a place called Aspetong.
4 Report of water commissioners.



30 HISTORY OF THE

annually, during his residence of nine years in the New Nether-
lands.”s

The beaver’s favorite food was the bark of the willow, birch,
and maple trees which still flourish on the banks of the Cisqua,
(Beaver dam.) Rising above the banks of this stream on the west
is an extensive ridge called the “ Deer’s delight.”

It appears that the old road laid out to the vineyard purchase
in 1739, «“ extended north from Harris's mill at the west side of
Cantetoe ridge on the east side of “deer’s delight,” and so
through to the purchase.b

Deer must have been very numerous here in 1656, for the same
authority just quoted says ‘‘ the land abounded with them every
where, and their numbers appear to remain undiminished ; we
seldom pass through the fields without seeing deer more or less,
and we frequently see them in herds; there are also white bucks
and does, and othersof a black colour. The Indians aver that the
baunts of the white deer are much frequented by the common
deer, and that those of the black species are not frequented by the
common deer.”®

The wolf appears to have abounded in proportion to the other
wild game. So destructive had this ferocious animal become in
1694 that the town of Bedford offered “ twenty shillings bounty
for the killing of wolves.”

In the northern part of this town is situated the residence and
estate of the Jay family. Here the Hon. John Jay spent the latter
partof his life. The house is delightfully seated on a rising ground
backed with luxuriant woods. The surrounding scenery is ex-
ceedingly picturesque, particularly on the west overlooking the
Kisco and Croton vallies, and the hills bordering the Hudson.
Among these is the distant Dunderberg. A sunset view from
this place is uncommonly grand. The interior of the mansion
contains a number of excellent portraits. These consist of the Hon.
John Jay, head by Stewart, Stephen Van Rensselaer, by ditto,

s Van der Donk’s Hist. N. N. New York Hist. Soc. collect.
» Book of Co. Roads, Co. Clerk’s office, lib. L. A. D, 1728.
¢ Van der Donk’s N. N,
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Hou. Egbert Benson by ditto, Augustus Jay, copy from an old
French picture, Mrs. Balch by West, and a bust of the Hon John
Jay after .a model by Carracio.®

The following notice of the death of the Hon. John Jay occurs
in Hammond’s Political History of the state.

*“'The venerable John Jay died on the 17th of May, at his man-
sion in Bedford, at the advanced age of eighty three years. Al-
though he had been “long remembered,” he was not entirely for-
gotten. The Supreme Court being in sesslon in New York, the
gentlemen of the bar, held a meeting, of which David B. Ogden
was chairman, and John Suydam was secretary, and at which a
committee was appointed, consisting of Greene C. Bronson, James
Tallmadge, J. A. Spencer, D. S. Jones, G. Griffin, and J. J. Rose-
velt, who reported among others the following resolution, which
was unanimously adopted :

«“Resolved that the members of this bar are impressed with
deep grief upon the decease of their illustrious brother John Jay.
They find, however, a consolation in the reflection, that his
conduct through a long and useful life, has given a lustre to our
profession, and to this bar ; and that while his character for pri-

Residence of the Hon John Jay.

* Frazee the sculptor executed several busts of this distinguished individual from
the model of Carracio ; one of these was ordered by Congress for the Supreme Court

of the U. S.
l |
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vate virtues and public worth has justly endeared him to the na-
tion, his patriotism, his great talents as a statesman, and his great
acquirements as a jurist, his eminent purity as a christian, and
his probity as a man, all unite to present him to the public as an
example whose radiance points to the attainment of excellence.”

The memory of this great and good man will be embalmed in
the heart of every true friend of liberty, virtue and the honor and
prosperity of the state of New York and her civil institutions, as
long as the history of this state and nation shall be known and
read.”s ) o .

A little east of the house flows Spruce Creek, the former divis-
ion line between the vineyard and the Dibble purchases.

North east of Cautetoe lies the valley of the Peppeneghek,
(Cross River,) celebrated for its picturesque beauty.

Whitlocksville is a small settlement in the north west corner
of Bedford situated near the junction of the Croton and Cross riv-
ers. Upon the latter streamn are located the grist mill and clothier
works of Warren Whitlock. The Cross River, (Peppeneghek,)
is said to discharge at the rate of nine million one hundred and
forty-two thousand four hundred gallons per diem.

The Methodist Episcopal Churchof this place was first erected

~ in 1837, and incorporated on the 25th of February the same year ;

Norman William Miller, Walter P. Lyon, Joseph Wilson, Joel
W. Miller and Noah Smith, trustees.b

The settiement also contains a post office, three stores and twen-
ty-five houses. The West Chester Rail Road passes a little east
of the place; the Peppeneghek and the Cisqua intersect a mile to
the eastward. Previous (o the erection of the Croton dam, the
shad fish annually ascended the river to Whitlocksville a distance
of nearly thirty miles from the Hudson ; trout are-taken here in
great abundance.

“ The several tributaries of the Croton in this town supply a
great abundance of mill seats. There is also a small stream that
rans north from the village of Bedford to Long Islard Souand

* Hammond’s Political Hist. of N. Y. vol. ii. 310,
b Relig- Soc. Lib. B. 69.

N\
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(to which we have already alluded.) called the Mahamas river.
The mills are numeroas and more than equal to the wants of the
inhabitants. The general surface of Bedford is eievated, and
though broken by small hills, and valleys, has very .iitie of waste
ground. The arable, pasture, and meadow lands, are in very just
proportion for a good farming country, and the whoie is weil
watered by springs, brooks, and rivulets, the latter c¢f a good size
for mills ; the summits of the hills afford many extensive and in-
teresting prospects, but the hills are stony and bard to il though
they yield good crops of grain, grass, and all the eommon
fruits.”

In the vicinity of Bedford snlpheret of iron, and the oxide of
iron occur in beds of sand, aiso quartz and slate are found in na-
merous localities.

The following extracts are taken from the town records =

% July, 1682, was held the first town meeting.® “ Atatown
meeting held March 17, 1686, the town by vote did choose Zacha-
riah Roberts town clerk, for to record town matters and to keep
the town bhooks and papers.”

The first independent election for town officers, took place on
the 7th of April, 1784, when the following officers were chosen :

Peter Fleming.—Supervisor.
Philip Leek.— Town Clerk.
Lemuel Light.—Constable and Collector.

lP;hilip Leek, 3

ichard Sackett,

John Miller, } Assessors.
Ephraim Raymond,

James McDonald,
Eli Tyler, Commissioners of Roads.
Zebediah Mills.

s The town records consist of four volumes, No. 1 enu'ﬂ.ed Record of the town,
1683. No. 2the Laws and Orders of Connecticut Colony, &c., entered upon record
by Zachariah Roberts, recorder, in the vear 1699. No.3 commences Aprl 0,

1708. No. 4, 1786.
/-;

Yor. 1. 5
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CORTLANDT.

THuis town formerly
belonged to the great
manor of Cortlandt,
which also compte-
hended the present
townships of North Sa-
~ lem, Somers and York-
S | G town. The name itself

R T T is derived from the
EEEE S ancient family of the
St. Peter's Church, Peekskill Van Cortlandt’s, the
. mesne Lords and first
grantees from the Indians. Under the Mohegans or River Indians,
Cortlandt-town appears to have been divided between the two
chiefs of Sachus and Kitchawong, the former of whom exercised
jurisdiction over the lands of Wishqua, Canopus, Wenneebees,
Appamaghpogh and Meahagh, a territory extending from the
south side of Verplanck’s Point to St. Anthony’s nose in the High-
lands, whilst the latter held authority over the lands of Kitcha-
wan, lying south of Verplanck’s Point, including Senasqua neck,
(Teller’'s Point,) and the small island of Oscawana. '

The Indian villages in their order were, firsi, Kitchawonk, sit-
uated near the mouth of the Croton, so called from the original
name of the river. viz: “ Kitchawan,” a term which is descriptive
of a large and swift flowing current. Croton, the present name
of the same stream, is said to have been adopted from an illustri-
* ous sachem of that name who resided here at an early period.

“The first name of importance above the island (remarks Mr.
Schoolcratt,) is Croton, a name of classic sound, but unquestiona-

\
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bly derived from the Indian, though a corruption of the ongmal
and not originally applied by them to the River. -

In a deed dated 1685, which is quoted by Judge Benson, the
river is called Kitchawan. *Croton as stated by the same author-
ity is a corruption of the name of a chief who lived and exercised
his authority at the mouth of this stream. It is clearly a deriva-
tive from Kenotin or Knoten, or as it is oftener used without’
the pronoun prefixed, Noten, meaning in either case the wind or
a tempest. It is a man’s name still common in the west and
north.”s ' .

The Indian castle of Kitchawan (according to tradition) occu-
pied a commanding position on the neck proper overlooking the
Croton and Haverstraw bays, a. little northwest of the manor
house. This site was chosen for the purpose of protecting the
fisheries, and overawing the neighboring tribes. A variety of In-
dian weapons are occasionally found in the neighborhood, con-
sisting principally of battle-axes, javelins and arrow heads. The
Indian burying ground is situated near the entrance of Senasqua
Neck, (‘Feller's Point.) The sachem of Kitchawan in 1641, was
Metsewakes.

“ Upon the 10th July, 1641, appeared before the counsel, the
following chiefs summoned by Oratan, chief of Hackinkesacky,
agreeably to the conversation with him on the 27 of May, viz.,
Sowanare, chief of Weckquaeskek, and Metsewakes, chiefof Ket-
chawangh, alias Slauper Haven ; they expressed a desire to live
on friendly terms with the Dutch and to detach themseclves from
the Esopus Indians.”®

Upon the 22d of April, 1643, the chief of Hackinkesacky was
delegated by the Indians of Kitchawan to conclude a peace with
the Director General.c

In 1644, Mamaronack was chief of the Indlans residing on the
Kitchawan.d

» Pro. N. Y. Hist. Soc. 1844, 100.

b Alb. Rec. .
¢ Alb. Rec. ii. 220.

4 O’Callaghan’s Hist. N. N. p. 302.

S
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A. D. 1645, Aepjen chief sachem of the Mohegans signed a
treaty of peace in behalf of the Kitchawanghs.»

On the 15th of September, 1663, occurs the name of Meghte-
sewakes, chief of Kitchawan, and in 1699, that of Sackama
Wicker. '

The next Indian village north of the Croton, was Sachus or
Sackhoes, which-stood near the site of the present village of
Peekskill. 'The chief of this place in the year 1682, was Sir-
ham.

The early Dutch maps place the villages of Keskisko, (a name
that partly survives in the Kisco River,) Pasquashic, and Noapain
south of the Highlands. ’

The Wappinger Indians occupied the region of St. Anthony’s
nose and the Kittatenny mountains, (Highlands. )b

The Indians are said to have been very numerous in and
around Peekskill as late as 1740, especially during the fishing
seasons.® :

At an early period, Teller's Point or neck passed from the
native Indian proprietors to William and Sarah Teller. % The
point or peninsula, (says Judge Benson,) the northern chop of the
bay or entrance into Croton River, the Skippers called Sarah’s
Point, the Indians gave it to William and Sarah Teller, hus-
band and wife, and she survived him.”d '

On the 3d of June, 1682, occurs a sale from the Indian proprietors, Acke-
mak, Jangheor, Nawakies, Wettatane, Kaegara, Pewengen, Askawanes, Sig-
geres, Owarrewie, Aronjsack, Serram, Geckawock, Garhanck, Awoejhac-
kias, Armawain, Ogkan, Nennafarick, Wapeken, Sepaacktan, and Awe-
maracktow, to Cornelius Van Burgum, consisting of all that parcel neck or
point of land, with the marsh, meadow ground or valley thereto adjoining and
belonging, situate, lying, and being on the east side of the North or Hudson’s
river, over against the Verdrida Hooke, commonly called and known by the
name of Slaupers Haven, and by the Indians Navish, the meadow being by the
Indians called Senasqua, being bounded by the said river and a certain
creek called or known to the Indians by the name of Tanrackan and Sepperak,

+ N. Y. Hist. Soc. Coll. N. Ser. vol. i. 276.
b Moulton’s History of New York, p. 221.

¢ Thh is stated on the authority of Mr. Mandeville of Peekskill.
d Benson’s Mem. of the state of N. Y. 47.

N\
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and divided from the main land by certain trees marked by the Indians, togeth-
er with half the said creek, &e. &c., for and in consideration of 8 certain sum
or quantity of Wampum and divers other goods, paid by Cornelius Van Bur-

gum.*

It is certain that some time prior to 1748, Sarah Teller held
the neck as tenant at sufferance under the Van Cortlandt fami-
ly. A branch of the Teller family were early connected with
the Van Cortlandt’s by marriage. Andrew Teller in 1671 hav-
ing married Sophia, daughter of the Right Hon. Oloff Stevensen
Van Cortlandt. :

The common ancestor of the .Tellers was a Dutch clergyman
of some distinction in the New Netherlands.

Upon the 30th of July, 1667, occurs an act of the English Gov-
ernor and his council, concerning William Teller and his chil-
dren, wherein the payment of eighty-five beavers is enforced as
his daughter’s share besides other portions to his remaining chil-
dren ; one of these was a son named Andries.b

The names of Jacob Teller en zyn huys vrow (and his wife)
occur in the church books of Sleepy Hollow.

Upon the 14 of July, 1800, the heirs of William Teller, con-
veyed part of the neck to Elijah Morgan of Cortlandt-town;
6th of November, 1804, Elijah Morgan, jr., and Ann his wife
re-sold the same to Robert Underhill ; on the 16th of August,
1804, Robert McCord and wife conveyed another portion of the
neck to Robert Underhill ; upon the death of the latter individual
the whole became vested in his two sons, the present proprietors
of Croton Point.

In 1683, the Hon. Stephanus Van Cortlandt, purchased of
the native Indian proprietors the territory of Meahagh, (Ver-
planck’s Point,)and the lands east thereof called Appamaghpogh
as follows:

To all Christian people to whom this present writing shall come Pewemine,
Oskewans, Turham, Querawighint, Siecham, Isighers and Prackises, all In-
dians, true and rightful owners and proprietors of the land hereinafter mention-

* Co. Rec. Lib. A. p. 182,
b Surrogate’s office, New York, 30.

.
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ed, as for themselves and the rest of their relations send, greeting, xxow vz
that for and in consideration of the sum of twelve pounds in wampum and sev-
eral other merchandises, as by a schedule hereunto annexed more at large,
doth and may appear to them the same Indians in hand paid before the enseal-
ing and delivering thereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and
for other divers causes and considerations, they, the said Indians have granted,
bargained and sold, aliened, enfeofted and confirmed, and by these presents do
fully, clearly and absolutely grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeof, and confirm
unto Stephanus Van Cortlandt of the city of New York, merchant, his heirs
or assignees forever, all that certain tract or parcel of land sitaate, lying or
being on the east side of the Hudson River, at the entering of the High-
lands, just over against Haverstraw, lying on the south side of the creek call-
ed Tammoesis, and from thence easterly in the woods to the head of the creek
called Kewightahagh, and so along said creek northerly to Hudson River, and
thence westerly to the utmost point of the eaid tract of land, and from thence
southerly along said Hudson River to the aforenamed creek, Tammoesis, which
said tract or parcel of land known by the Indians by the name of Appamaghpogh
and Meahagh, including all the lands, soils, meadows and woods within the
circuit and bounds aforesaid, together with all, and singular the trees, timber-
woods, under-woods, swamps, runs, marshes, meadows, rivulets, streams,
creeks, waters, lakes, pools, ponds, fishing, hunting, fowling and whatsoever
else to the said tract or parcel of land within the bounds and limits aforesaid,
is belonging or in any wise appertaining without any restriction whatsoever, ro
HAVE AND To HOLD the said parcel or tract of land, and all and singalar other the
premises and every part and parcel thereof unto the said Stephanus Van Cort-
landt, his heirs and assignees to the sole and only proper use, benefit and behoof
of him, the said Stephannus his heirs and assignees forever, and they, the said
Indians do for themselves their heirs and every of them consent, promise, and
engage, that the said Stephanus Vaa Cortlandt his heirs and assignees shall and
may from henceforth and forever lawfully peaceably and quietly have, hold, pos-
sess and enjoy the said tract or parcel of land, and all and singular the other the
premises with their appurtenances without either let, hindrance, disturbance or
interruption of or by them, the said Indian proprietors, or their heirs or any
other person or persoss claiang, or that shall hereafter, shall or may claim,
by from under them or either of them, and that they shall and will upon the
xeasonable request and demand made by the said Stephanus Van Cortlandt, give
and deliver peaceable and quiet possession of the said tract and parcel of land
and premises, or of some part thereof and in the room of the whole under such
person or persons, as by the said Stephanue Van Cortlandt shall be appointed
to receive the same, in witness whereof the said Indians Pewemind, Oskewans,
‘Turham Querawighint, Siecham, Isighers, and Prackises, the Indian owners
and proprietors aforesaid, have hereanto set their hands and seals in New
York, this twenty-fourth day of August in the thirty fifth year of his majesties
neign, Anno Domini, 1683.

N\
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Sigted and delivered in presence . The mark of &
of us, Francis Rambolett, Gulian Siecham,
Verplanck. This is the mark of &
Thisisthemarkof & Isighers,
Pewemind, The mark of &
Prackises,
The mark of O
This is the marke of A Tarham,
Oskewans, The mark of !
_ : Querewighnit.
A schedule or list of goods paid by Stephanus Van Cortlandt, in his deed ex-
‘ pressed. )
8 guns, - 12 shirts,
9 blankets, 60 pounds of powder,
5 coats, . 30 bars of lead,
14 fathom of Dauffels, 18 hatchets,
14 kettles, . 18 hoes,
40 fathoms of black Wampum, 14 knives,
80 fathoms of white Wampum, s small coat,
2 ankers of rum, 6 fathom of stroud water cloth,
5 half vats of strong beer, . 6 pair of stockings,
6 earthen jugs, ) 6 tobacco boxes.

This purchase was afterwards confirmed to Stephanus Yan Cort-
landt, to be holden of his majesty and his successors in com-
mon soccage according to the tenure of East Greenwich in Eng-
land, the patentee paying yearly therefore (as a quit rent,) two
bushels of good winter wheat. \

The following year Thomas Dekay, Richard Abramsen, Jacob
Abramsen, Sybout Harche, Jacob Harche and Samuel Dekay,
“ obtained liberty and licence to purchase of the Indians, (each of
them,) three hundred acres of land, lying and being in the high
lands by the north of Stephen Yan Cortlandt’s land, which is
called by the Indians, Wenebees, lying between two creeks,
over against the Thunder hill, (Dunderburgh,) on the east side of
the river, &c. Signed Thomas Dongan.»”

The same year Thomas Dekay, Richard Abramsen, Jacob

a Co. Ree. Lib. A. fol. 189, date of license, 6th of March, 1684. The principal
part of the above purchase is now covered by the farm of John McCoy.
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Abramsen, Sybout Hasche, Jacob Harche, and Samuel Dekay,
purchased of the Indians, Sirham, sachem of Sachus, Pannskap-
ham, Charrish, Askewaen, Pewinenien, and Sickham, eighteen
hundred acres of land “situate on the highlands north of Stepha-
nus Van Cortlandt’s land, which is called by the Indians Wene-
bees, &c.”

The above grantees on the 21st of April, 1685, made a second
purchase of land from the same native proprietors consisting of :

¢ All that tract or parcel of land situate lying and being on Hudson’s River
at a certain place called by the Indians Sachus, and stretching by the north
side of Mr Stephanus Van Cortlandt’s land to the said river to another creek,
and so runs up said creek in several courses to a certain tree marked with R,
and from the said marked tree southerly by marked trees all along to a marsh
to another marked tree, marked R, west up to the aforesaid creek which lies
by said Mr. Stephanus Van Cortlandt’s land, &c., &c.”

Here followeth the schedule or particular of wampum and goods paid for
the said land.

100 fathoms of white wampum, 15 bottles,

60 guilders of silver, 15 pair of stockings,
8 fowling pieces, 12 coopers knives,
8 blankets, 5 bullet moulds,
10 match coats, 15 axes,

8 brass kettles, 15 hoes,

6 stroud water coats, 40 knives.

50 yards of stroud water, 2 rolls of tobacco,
15 shirts, : 3 lead ladles,

40 bars of lead, 100 Indian awls,®
15 earthen jugs cont. 50 lbs powder, 20 tobacco boxes,
1000 fish hooks, ) 200 needles,

3 pistols, 2 swords,

100 tobacceo pipes, 8 coats,

3 anker of rum, 4 half vats of beer.

Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of Brant Schuyler, Levinius

V. Schayck, George Brewerton.
The mark of = Weskhewen Sachem,
The mark of p4 Tupaine,
The mark of N Amterone,
The mark of & Shaphame.b

* Used in perforating wampum.
® Book of Pat. Alb. vol. v, 87.
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A third sale from Sirham, Indian sachem of Sachus, and
other Indians, occurs on the 25th of June, 1685, to Jacobus De-
Kkay, &c.

« Of allthat tract or parcel ofland, situate and being on the cast side of Hud-
son’s River, commonly called and known by the name of Wishqua, begianing
at a great creek, called by the Indians John Peake’s creek, it being in the
mouth of the west side of the s3id creek and so running up slong the said riv-
er to another small creek and fall, including all fresh and salt meadows within
tha said bounds, together with all, &ec., &a., for the value of four hundred guild-
ers, seawant.”’s

The Indian territory-of Sachus was subsequently confirmed
by Royal Patent on the 23d day of December, 1685, to Teunis
Dekay and his associates in the following manner :

Thomas Dongan, Lieut. Governor and Vice Admiral of New York, and its
dependencies, under his majesty James the Second, by the grace of God, of
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King, defender of the faith &ec., Su-
preme Lord and proprietor of the colony and province of New York, and its
dependencies in America, &c. Toall whom thie shall come, sendeth, greeting ;
whereas, Teunis Dekay, Richard Abramsen, Jacob Abramsen, Sybout Harchie, . .
Jacob Harchie, and Samuel Dekay, all of the city of New York. have by virtue
of my order orlycense, bearing date the 6th day of March, Anno Domini, 1684~
5, according to the law and practice of the said Province, for a valuable con-
sideration purchased of the natives and Indian owners, their right, title, inter-
est, clayme and demand of, in and to all that certain tract or parcel f land
herein after mentioned and expressed, for their own proper uses and behoofs
as by the Indian deed of sale, bearing date the 21st day of April, A. D. 1685,
remaining upon record in the secretary’s office of the said province may more
fully and at large appear ; and whereas Samuel Dekay, one of the purchasers
is since deceased, and Jacobus Dekay his father hath since his decease desired
that his said purchase and share may be coufirmed unto his grand sonne, Jacob
Dekay, to him, his heirs and assigns for ever. Now know ye that by virtue of
my commission and authority devised unto me, and power in me residing, in con-
sideration of the quit rent, hereinafter received, I have given, granted, ratified
and confirmed, and by these presents do give, grant, ratify and confirm unto
the said Teunis Dekay, Richard Abramsen, Jacob Abramsen, Sybout Harchie,
Jacob Harchie, and Jacobus Dekay, jun., all that certain tract or parcel of land
situate, lying, and being on Hudson’s river, at a certain place called by the In-
dians Sachus, and stretching by the north side of Stephanus Van Cortlandt, his

* Alb. Book of Pat. vol. v.
Yor. L. 6

/
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land up to the said river, to another creek, and so runs up said creek in several
courses, to a certain tree marked with T R, and from the said marked trees
southerly by marked trees all along to a marsh, to another tree marked with
T R, west of the aforesaid creek which lyes by said Stephanus Van Cortland’s
land, including all the meadows both fresh and salt within said bounds contain-
ing in all 1800 acres, or thereabouts, together with all, and all manner of rivers,
rivulets, runs, streams, waters, feedings, pastures, woods, underwoods, trees,
swamps, moors, marshes, meadows, easments, profits and commodities, fishing,
fowling, hunting and hawking, and all other appurtenances whatsoever, to the
said tract or parcel of land within the bounds and limits, aforesaid belonging, or
in any wise appertaining to have and to hold, the said tract or parcel of land,
and all and singular other the premises unto the said Teunis Dekay, &c., their
heirs and assigns for ever, to their sole and only proper use, benefit and
behoof, of them the said Teunis Dekay, &c., and their heirs and assigns forever
to be holden in free and common soccage according to the tenure of East
Greenwich in the County of Kent in his majesties kingdom of England, yield-
ing, rendering, and paying therefor, every year, for the use of our Sovereign
Lord the King’s majesty, his heirs or successors in such affair or affairs, as
by him er them shall be appointed to receive the same, ten bushels of good win-
ter merchantable wheat, yearly, on the five and twentieth day of March, at the
city of New York. And for the better preserving the title of the above recited
parcel of land and premises, I have caused these presents to be entered in the
secretary’s office, of this province. Given under my hand and sealed with the
seal of the province at Fort James in New York, the 23d day of December,
A. D. 1685.3
Tuomas Doxgax.

THe above patent, commonly called * Ryck’s Patent,” passed
by purchase to Hercules Lent, as appears by certain releases, the
first bearing date 20th of April, 1715, wherein Jacob Abramsen, of
ye upper Yonckers, one of the original patentees, for the consid-
eration of £150, confirms Hercules Lent, yeoman, in all his right,
title and interest in ye patent called Ryck Abramsen’s Patent.b

On the 29th of December, 1729, Sybout Harchie Krankhyte,
Hercules Johnse Krankhyte, and Jacobus Krankhyte, release to
Hercules Lent “a certain tract of land on the east side of Hudson’s
river, at a certain place called by the Indians Sachus, and is
bounded on the north, east, and south, by the manor of Cort-

s Alb. Book of Pat. Lib. A. fol. 114 to 117, Co. Rec. Lib. I. p. 145.
b Co. Rec., Lib. E., 157.
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landt, and on the west by Hudson’s river aforesaid, containing
1800 acres; reference being had to a certain patent granted by
Thos. Dongan, &c. &c.”* The following receipts are for quit
rent, due on the Ryck Patent.

Received of Mr. Philip Van Cortlandt three hundred and eighty
bushels of wheat for thirty eight years quit rent, due to his ma-
jesty from the within patent, and in full for the said time. Wit-
ness my hand this 28th of December, 1726.

) Archibald Kennedy, Rec. Gen.

Received of Hercules Lent twenty bushels of wheat for two
years quarter upon the within tracts in full to the 26th of March
last. Witness my hand this 2d of May, 1729,

Archibald Kennedy, Rec. Gen.

In A.D. 1766, Hercules Lent, of Ryck’s Patent, bequeathed
his lands by will to his children in the following order :

¢« Item. I give and devise to my son Jacob all that farm he
now lives on, containing 350 acres, lying and being, &c. on the
southeast part of a tract of land formerly granted to my father,
Ryck Abramsen Lent and others, which is commonly known by
the name of Ryck’s Patent, and by the Indian name of Sackhoes,
to have and to hold, &c. To my son Hendrick all that farm I
now live on, containing 350 acres, in the southwest part of Ryck'’s
Patent.

To my son Abraham all that land he lives on, containing 350
acres, adjoining to Hudson’s river, and on the south side of the
aforesaid devised to my son Hendrick.

To my grandchildren, Abram Lamb, Jane Lamb, Ira Lamb,
Rachel Lamb, and Rachel, wife of James Lamb, (the father and
mother of the above children,) all that part of my lands and
meadow situate, lying and being in Orange county, by Hudson’s
river, known by the name of Stony Point. To my daughter
Catherine, wife of Hendrick de Ronde, lands by Stony Point.”b

The descendants of the testator are still numerous in Cortlandt.
town. Hercules Lent, a great grandson of the patentee, holds a
portion of the patrimonial estate, and occupies the family home,

s The original document is in the possession of Mr. Nathl. Bedle, of Peekskill.
b Surrogate's Office, N. Y., No. 25, 337.
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stead. On the west bank of the Annsville creek was situated the
property of John Krankhyte, consisting of 300 acres.

The lands of Kitchawan, in this town, were conveyed by the
native Indians in 1686 to Thomas Dongan, Captain General, and
Governor-in-chief, and Vice Admiral in, and over, the province &f
New York and territories depending thereon in Ameriea, under
his majesty James II., by the grace of God, of England, Scot-
land, I'rance, and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, &c.

“To all whom these presents shall come, sendeth greeting : Whereas, Emi-
gent, Askewans, Penarand, and Tagehkint, natives and principal owners of the
tract of land commonly called or known by the Indian name of Kechtawong,
did in and by their certain deed or writing, under their hands and seales, bear-
ing date tho day of August now last past, for the consideration therein men-
tioned, grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoffe and confirm unto me the said Thom-
as Dongan, my heires and assigns, all that tract or parcel of land sitoate,
lying and being on the east side of Hudson’s river, within the county of West
Chester, beginning at Kechtawong Creek, and so running along Hudson’s riv-
er northerly to the land of Stephannus Van Cortlandt, from thence to the east-
wardmost end of the said Van Cortlandt’s land, and from thence to a great
fresh water pond called Keakates, and from the said pond along the ¢reek that
runs out of the said pond into Kitchtawan creek, and so downward on the
south side of the said creek to Hudson's river, including all the land, soil and
meadow within the bounds and limits aforesaid, together with, &c. And
whereas I, the said Thomas Dongan, in and by a certain deed under my hand
and seal, bearing date 12th day of October, did grant and sell over unto Joba
Knights, of the city of New York, all my right and title in the same, &c.

I do, by these presents, ratify and confirm the same to. John Knights, this
20th day of March, 1686.”

_ Upon the 20th of April, 1687, we find a conveyance from John
Knight, gent., to his Excellency, Governor Dongan, of the same
territory, called Kitchtawong.»

It will be seen hereafter that the royal patent of the manor of
Cortlandt recites “sundry grants” made by Governor Dongan to
the patenteé. One of which was doubtless the above conveyance.
Col. Stephanus Yan Cortlandt subsequently received a confirm-
ation for the same, from the Indians, bearing date August the 8th,
1699.

s Co. Rec., Lib. A., 121.
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“ We, Sachima Wicker, sachem.of Kightawonck, Koraghfall, Awoghran,
Moninghme, & squaw, Marackenegh, a squaw, Poking, a boy, Wighquekameeck,
quean, a boy, Massarcett, Howogharint, Johnny Taparinock, Oghgniaws,
Orraragquock, Pagkerngkinck, Ravisson, Mighegaroe Tapagh, a squaw, Tap-
pawahigh, a squaw, Aratissanck Maentigroo kaas, his Kapoaghpurmin Sawap-
pawall, all right, just, nataral owners and proprietors of all the land hereinafter
mentioned, lying and being within the bounds and limits of the marriners of
Cortlandt, &c. &c., have sold, for a certain sum of money, all that tract and
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the manner of Cortlandt, in West
Chester county, beginning on the south side’ of Kightawonck Creek. and so
along the said creek to a place called Kewighecock, and from theace along a
creek called Peppeneghek to the head thereof, and then due east to the limits
of Connecticut, being. the easternmost bounds of said manner, and from thence
northerly along the limits of Connecticut aforesaid to the river Mattegtecos
ten miles, and from thence due west to Hudson’s river, together with all the
lands, soils, &c. &c.

Her mark I Tapahack, a squaw,

Sackima wee, The mark of O Sawappen, a squaw,
sachem of Kichtawank, N ¢ R Arahsant,

his mark. % X Maantick,
Corachpa, > % A Kakiskagin, a squaw,
Wechrequa, < - % @ Ackparum, a squaw,
Monrechro, m\ ¢V Ockququgrie,

a squaw, * A Oranack Rank
Manackawagh, a squaw, =~ ¢  yp Paghkinekink,

Pooghkink, a lad 15 years of age, g *“  »¢ Rawefen,
signer of the rights of his father, “  C Michhacharo,
o O Papruch, a squaw,
¢+ Wighquach kanno,
¢ N Quez, a youth 13 years old,
¢«  — Masacott,
¢ © Koocparen,
¢« O Jonyeo,
¢ P Taparmuck.
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of John Nanfan, A. Depeyster,
James Graham, A. Livingston.”s

The Hon. Stephanus Van Cortlandt being now vested in the
fee simple, the whole territory was by royal charter erected into
the lordship and manor of Cortlandt, which, according to actual
survey, contained eighty three thousand acres. It is said that the

« Book of Indian Deeds, Alb. warrant for survey, Lib. i., 88.
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governor’s fees on this occasion amounted to three hundred pieces
of eight. o

Over the extensive forests of Cortlandt {celebrated for their fat
venison,) the lord of the manor was constituted, “the sole and
only ranger, to have and enjoy all the benefits and perquisites, &c.
that of right doth belong unto a ranger according to the statutes
and customs of the realm of England.”

The lords of Cortlandt also enjoyed the extraordinary privi-
lege of sending a representative to the provincial assembly.

The whole manor was held by the feudal tenure of paying
therefor yearly to the Crown, upou the feast day of the Annun-
ciation of the blessed Virgin Mary, the rent of forty shillings.

THE ROYAL CHARTER.

Gulielmus Tertias Dei Gratia, Angliee, Scotiee, France et Hiberniz, Rex,
fidei defensor, &c. &e. »

“To all to whom these presents shall come, sendeth greeting: Whereas,
our loving subject, Colonel Stephanus Van Cortlandt, one of the members of
our Council of eur Province of New York, &c., hath by his petition present-
ed unto our trusty and well beloved Colonel Benjamin Fletcher, Captain Gen-
eral and Governor-in-chief of our said Province of New York and territories
depending thereon in America, &ec., prayed our grant and confirmation of a
certain parcel and tract of land situate, lying and being upon the east side of
Hudson’s river, beginning on the north line of the manor of Phillipsburg, now
in the tenure and occupation of Frederick Phillips, Esq., one of the members
of our said Council, and to the south side of a certain creek called Kighta-
wanck Creek, and from thence, by a due east line, running into the woods
twenty English miles, and from the said north line of the manor of Phillips-
burgh upon the south side of the said Kightawanck Creek, running along the
said Hudson river northerly as the said river runs into the north side of a high
hill, which high lands, commonly called and known by the name of Anthony’s
nose, to a red cedar tree, which makes the southernmost bounds of the land
now in the tenure and occupation of Mr. Adolph Phillips, including, in the said
northerly line, all the meadows, marshes, coves, bays and necks of land and
peninsulas that are adjoining or extending into Hudson’s river within the bounds
of the said line, and from the said red cedar tree another due easterly liné ran-
ning into the woods twenty English miles, and from thence along the partition
line between our Colony of Connecticut and this our Province, until you come
into the place where the first easterly line of twenty miles doth come—the
whole being bounded on the east by the said partition line between our said
Colony of Connecticut and this our Province, and on the south by the north-

\
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erly line of the manor of Phillipsburg to the southward of Kightawanck Creek
aforesaid, and on the west by the said Hudson’s river, and on the nerth from the
aforesaid red cedar tree by the south line of the land of Adolph Phillips, and
also of a certain parcel of meadow lying and being situate upon the west side
of the said Hudson’s river, within the said high lands over against the afore-
said hill called Anthony’s nose, beginning on the south side of a creek called
by the Indians Sinkapogh, and so along said creek to the nead thereof, and
then northerly along the high hills, as the rwer runneth, to another creek called
Apinnapink, and from thence along the said creek to the said Hudson’s river,
which certain tract of land and meadow our said loving subject is now actually
seized and possessed thereof, and doth hold the same of us by virtue of sundry
grants heretofore made unto him by Col. Thomas Dongan, late Governor of
our said Province, and whereon our said loving subject hath made considera-
ble improvement, having been at great cost, charge and expense in the par-
chasing the said tract of land and meadows from the native Indians, as well
as in the settling a considerable number of families thereon, and being willing
to make some further improvement thereon, doth by his said petition further
request and pray that we would be graciously pleased to erect the aforesaid
tract of land and meadows within the limits and bounds aforesaid into a lord-
" ship or manor of Cortlandt, which reasonable request for the future encourage-
ment of our said loving subject, we being willing to grant : Know ye, that of
our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, we have given, grant-
ed, ratified and confirmed, and by these presents do for us, our heirs and suc-
cessors, give, grant, ratify and confirm unto our said loving subject, Stephannus
Van Cortlandt, all the aforesaid certain parcel and tracts of land and meadow
within their several and respective limits and bounds aforesaid, together with
all and every of the messuages, tenements, buildings, barns, houses, out-
houses, stables, edifices, orchards, gardens, inclosures, fences, pastures, fields,
feedings, woods, underwoods, trees, timber, swamps, meadows, marshes, pools,
ponds, lakes, fountains, waters, water courses, rivers, rivalets, runs, streams,
brooks, creeks, harbors, coves, inlets, outlets, islands of meadow, necks of
land and meadow, peninsulas of land and meadow, ferries, fishing, fowling,
hunting and hawking, and the fishing in Hudson’s river, so far as the bounds
of the said land extends upon the same, quarries, minerals, (silver and gold
mines only excepted,) and all other the rights, members, liberties, privileges,
jurisdictions, pre-eminences, emoluments, to the afore recited certain parcels
or tracts of land and meadows within their several and respective limits and
hounds aforesaid, belonging or in any ways appertaining or accepted, reputed,
taken, known or occupied as part, parcel or member thereof, to have and to
hold all the afore recited certain parcels and tracts of land and meadows within
their several and respective limils and bounds aforesaid, together with all and
every of the messuages, tenements, buildings, barns, houses, out-houses, sta-
bles, edifices, orchards, gardens, enclosures, fences, pastures, fields, feedings,
woods, underwoods, trees, timber, swamps, meadows, marshes, pools, ponds,

/



a8 . HISTORY OF THE

~

Inkes, fountains, waters, water-courses, rivers, rivalets, runs, streams, brooks,
creeks, harbors, coves, inlets, outlets, island of land and meadow, necks of
land and meadow, peninsulas of land and meadow, ferries, fishing, fowling,
bunting and hawking, and the fishing on Hudson’s river so far as the bounds
of the said land extends upon the said river, quatries, mines, minerals, (silver
and gold only excepted,) and all other the rights, members, liberties, privileges,
jurisdictions, pre-eminences, emolumems, royalties, profits, benefits, advant-
ages, hereditamnents and appurtenances whatsoever to the afore recited certain
parcels or tracts of land and meadow within their several and respective lim-
its aud bounds aforesaid, belonging or in any ways appertaining or accepted,
reputed, taken, known or occupied as part, parcel or member thereof unto the
said Stephanus Van Cortlandt, his heirs and assignees, to the sole and only
proper use, benefit and behoof of him the said Stephanus Van Cortlandt, his
heirs and assigns forever ; and, moreover, krow ye, that of our further spe-
cial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have thought fit, accord-
ing to the request of our said loving subject, to erect sll the afore recited cer-
tain parcels and tracts of land and meadows within the limits and bounds afore-
8aid into a lordship and manor, and therefore by these presents we do for us,
our heirs and our successors, erect, make and constitute all the afore recited
certain parcel and tracts of land and meadowe with the limits and bounds afore-
said, together with all and every the above granted premises, with all and every
of their appurtenances, into-one lordship and manor to all intents and purposes ;
and it is our royal will and pleasure that the said lordship and manor shall,
from henceforth, be called the lordship and manor of Cortlandt ; and further,
know ye, that we, reposing especial trust and confidence in the loyalty, wis-
dom, justice, prudence and circumspection of our said loving subject, de for
us, our heirs and successors, give and grant unto our said loving subject, Ste-
phanus Van Cortlandt, and to the heirs and assignees of him the said Stephanus
Van Cortlandt, full power and authority at al] times forever hereafter in the
said Jordship and manor, one court leet and one court baran, to hold and keep
at auch time and times, and so often yearly as he or they shall see meet; and
all fines, issues and amercements at the said court leet and court baron, to be
holden within the said lordship and manor, to be setded, forfeited or employed,
or payable, or happening at any time to be payable by any of the inhabitants
of or within the said lordship and manor of Cortlandt, or the limits and bounds
thereof, and also all and every of the powers and authorities hereinbefore
mentioned, for the holding and keeping the said court leet and court baron
from time to time, and to award and issue out the accustomary writs, to be is-
sued and awarded out of the said court leet and court baron, to be kept by the
heirs and assigns of the said Stephanus Van Cortlandt forever, or their
or any of their stewards, deputed and appointed with a full and ample power
and authority to distrain for the rents, services and other sums of money, pay-
able by virtue of the premises and all other lawful remedies and moaus for the
having, possessing, receiving, levying and enjoying the premises and every
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part and parcel of the same, and all waifs, estrays, wrecks, deodands, goods
of felons, happening, and being forfeited, within the said lordship and manor
of Cortlandt, together, with all and every sum and sums of money, to be
paid as a post fine, upon any fine, or fines, to be levied of any land, tenements,
or hereditaments within the said lordship and menor ¢f Cortlandt, together
with the advowson, and right of patronage, and all, and every, the church
and charches erected or established, or hereafier to be erected, or established
in the said manor of Cortlandt; and we do by these presents constitute, and ap-
point, our said loving subject Stephanus Van Cortlandt, and his heirs and se-
signs, to be our sole and only ranger of the said lordship and manor of Cort-
landt, and to have, hold, and enjoy. all the benefits, perquisites, fees, rights, priv-
ileges, profits and appurtenances, that of right doth belong unto a ranger ac-
cording to the staste, and customs of our realm of England, in as full aud am-
ple manner, as if the same were particularly expressed, in these presents, any-
thing to the contrary hereof in any ways notwithstanding ; and we likewise do
further give, and grant, unto the said Stephanus Van Cortlandt, and to his heirs
and aesigns, that all and every the tenants of him the said Stephanus Van
Cortlandt, within the said lordship ad manor of Corilandt, shall and may
at all times hereafter, meet together, and choose assessors within the manor
aforesaid, according to such rules, ways, and methods, as are prescribed
for cities, towns and counties within our said province by the acts of Gen-
eral Assembly, for the defraying the public charge of each respective
city, town, and counaty aforesaid, and all such sum or sums of money 0 as-.
sessed and levied to collect, and pay, and dispose of for sach uses as the
acts of General Assembly shall establish and appuint; and further, of our said
special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, we do, by these presents,
for us, our heirs and successors, give and grant unto our said loving subject,
Stephanus Van Cortlandt, and to his heirs and assignees forever, that the said
Stephanus Van Cortlandt, his heirs and assignees, shall and may, from time to
time, from and after the expiration of twenty years next ensuing the date of
these presents, return and send a discreet! inhabitant in and of the said manor,
to be a representative of the said manor in every Assembly after the expira-
tion of the twenty years, to be summoned and holdea within this our said Prov-
ince, which representative so returned and sent shall be received into the
House of Representatives of Assembly as a member of the eaid house, to have
and enjoy such privileges as the other representatives returnéd and sent from
the other counties and manors of this our said Province, have had and enjoyed
in any former Assemblies holden within this our said Province, to have and to
hold, possess and enjoy all and singular the said lordship and manor of Cort-
landt and premises, with all their and every of their royaliies and appurte-
nances unto the said Stephanus Van Cortlandt, his heirs and assignees, to the
sole and only proper use, benefit and behoof of him the said Stephanus Van
Cortlandt, his heirs and assignees forever, to be holden of us, our heirs and
successors in free and common soccage, as of our manor of East Greenwich,

Yor. L.
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in our County of Kent, within our realm of England, yielding, rendering snd
paying therefore yearly and every year forever unto us, our heiss and succes-
gors, at our city of New York, on the feast day of the Annugelftion of our
blessed Virgin Mary, the yearly rent of forty shillings current monay of our
said Province, inlieu and stead of all other rents and services, dues, duties and
demands whatsoever for the afore recited tracts and parcels of land and mead-
ow, lordship and manor of Cortlandt and premises. In testimony whereof, we
have caused the great seal of our said Province to be hereunto affixed : wit-
ness our said trusty and well-beloved Colonel Benjamin Fletcher, our said
Captain-General aad Gevernor-in-chief of our Province of New York and
the territories depending thereon in America, and Vice-Admiral of the same,
our Lieutenant and Commaader-in-chief of the militia and of all the focces by
sea and land within our Colony of Connecticut, and of aH the forts and places
of strength within the same, in council at our fort in New York, the 17th day
of June, in the ninth year of our reign, Anno Domini, 1697. Benjamin Fletch-
er, by his Excellency’s command. David Jamison, Secretary.«

The following receipt for manorial quit-rent is endorsed, on the
Royal Patent:

Received in quality, as Receiver General of this Province, this
16th day of August, 1720, of Mrs. Gertrude van Cortlandt, exe-
cutrix of Stephanus van Cortlandt, deceased, the sum of eight
pounds proclamation money in full of quit-rents, for all the lauds
lying within the Manor of Cortlandt, to the 25th day of March
last, pursnant to the within patent, as witness my hand.

-J. BYVERLY, Collector.

Stephanus van Cortlandt, first lord of the Manor of Cortlandt,
was the son of the Hon. Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt, imme-
diately descended from one of the most noble families in Holland,
their ancestors having emigrated thither, when deprived of the
sovereignty of Courland.b  ~

The orthography of the surname is properly Corte-landt; the
first syllable Corte or Korte, meaning in the Dutch language
short; ¢ the second, landt, (land) literally the short land, a term ex-
pressing the peculiar form of the ancient Duchy of Courland
in Russia. '

Courland in Russia, (says Schiutzler,) formerly constituted a

« Book of Pat. Alb, No. VII., 165.
v Burke's Landed Gentry of England, vol. 1V., 241.
s The use of the letter K in this word is modern, the C ancient.
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portion of Livonia, but was conquered by the Teutonic Knights
in 1661. It subsequently became a fief of Poland. After the
fall of that power it remained for a short time independent under
its own Dukes, but in 1795 it was united to Russia.»

In the early part of the 17th century, we find the Dukes of,
Courland engaged in the military service of the United Nether-
lands. The Ducal troops are said to have rendered great assis-
tance in the reduction of the towns of Karverden and Minden.

The Dukes of Cour-
land appear to have
been represented in
1610 by the Right
Hon. Steven van Cort-
landt, then residing at
Cortlandt, in South
Holland, father of the
above mentioned Oloff
Stevensen van Cort-
landt.

Like his illustrious
ancestors, Oloff Ste-
vensen van Cortland
chose the military profession. As early as 1639, we find
him attached to the military service of the Dutch West
India Company. He subsequently emigrated to this country,
and was soon after his arrival at New Amsterdam, advanced to
the civil department as commissary of cargoes, at a salary of 30
guilders. ‘

Of this individual, the historian of New Netherland re-
marks, “ Oloff Stevensen, or Oloff Stevens van Cortlandt, as he
subsequently signed his name, left the Company’s service in 1648.
On becoming a freeman he embarked in trade, built a brewery in
New Amsterdam, and became wealthy. He was Colonel of the
Burghery, or City train bands in 1619, in which year he was also
appointed one of the nine men. He was one of the signers to the
Remonstrance transmitted to Holland against the administration
of Director Kieft, and the high-handed measures of Director Stuy-

Ducal Arms of Courland.

s Schiutzler, La Rumia, 585.
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vesant. In 1654 he was elected Schepen of the city of New
Amsterdam, and in 1655 appointed Burgomeester, which office he
filled almost uninterruptedly to the close of the Dutch govern-
ment. His place of residence was in Brouwer-straat, now Stone
‘street. He had the character of being a worthy citizen, and a
man most liberal in his charities.” By his wife Ann Loocker-
mans, “ he had issue—seven ,children—Stephanus who married
Gertrude Schuyler ; Maria who married Jeremias van Rensselaer,
12th July, 1662; Catharine, who married first, John Derval, and
secondly, Frederick Philips; Cornelia, who married Barent
Schuyler; Jacob, who married Eva Philips; (ancestor of the
Yan Cortlandts of Yonkers:j- Sophia, who married Andrew Tel-
ler, and John who died unmarried.

Oloff Stevens van Cortlandt died some time subsequent to
1683, leaving his son Stephanus, then a highly respectable mer-
chant in New York.”s

In 1664, the name of Oloff Stevensen van Cortlaudt, occurs as
one of the six commissioners, appointed to meet the English De-
puties at Governor Stuyvesant’s house in the Bowery, to treat
concerning the surrender of the colony. This individual subse-
quently signed the articles of capitulation. Among the wealthy

Autograph and Seals of Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt.

* O’Callaghan’s Hist. N. N. 212.
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citizens of New Amsterdam in 1653, occurs the name of Oloff
Stevens, who contributed the sum of 1560 guilders, or 60 dollars,
towards putting the city in a state of defence.»

In a tax list for the city of New York, A. D., 1674, the estate
of Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt is assessed at 45,000 guilders ;
his son’s, Stephanus, at 5000 guilders.b

The Houn. Stephanus, (son of Oloff Stevensen van Cortlandt,)
was born on the 7th of May, 1643. 'This distinguished person-
age, upon the death of his brother-in-law, Jeremias van Rensse-
laer, A. D., 1675, became one of the three administrators of his
estate, during the minority of Killian van Rensselaer, (then 12
years old.). Stephanus van Cortlandt had charge of the books,
for which duty he received one huudred schepels of wheat.c In
the year 1677 he was elected Mayor of the city of New York.
He was also a member of the Governor’s Councxl and a Colonel

in the provincial militia.

Stephanus van Cortlandt died in the year 1700, leaving by his
wife Gertrude Schuyler, eleven children, who intermarried with
the DePeysters, DeLanceys, Beeckmans, Skinners, Bayards,
Johnsons, and VanRensselaers.

On the 14th of April, in the twelth year of the reign of William
the Third, King of England, &c., Stephanus van Cortlandt made
and published his last will and testament as follows:

“ Know all men by these presents, that I, Stephanus van Cort:
landt, of the city of New York, merchant, being distempered in
body, but of gnod, sound and firm memery, praised be Almighty
God therefor, do make, publish, and declare ; this my last will and
testament, (this 14th day of April, in the year of our Lotd God
and Saviour Jesus Christ, one thousand and seven hundred, in
the twelfth year of the reign of our sovereign lord William the
Third, King of England, Scotland and Ireland, defender of the
faith, &c.,) in manner and ferm following, that is to say, I be-
queath my soul into the hands of the Almighty God, my heaven-
ly Father, from whom I received it, and by whom of his mere

s MS. Vol. City Rec.
b Moulton’s Sketch of New Orange.
¢ O’Callaghan’s Hist. N. N. 212.
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grace I trust to be saved and received into His eternal rest,
through the merits of my dear Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ.
My body,in hopes of a joyful resurrection, I commit to the
earth, to be buried in such decent manner and form as my exe-
cutrix hereafter named, shall think fit and convenient,” &c.

Touching the distribution of what real estate it hath pleased
God to endow me withal in this world, I devise to my eldest son
Johannes van Cortlandt :

¢ All that neck and parcel of land on the east side of the Hudson River, at
the entering of the highlands over against a certain place called Haverstraw,
which is known to the Indians by the name of Meanagh, (Verplanck’s Point,)
separated from my other lands known to the Indians by the name of Appam-
aghpogh, by & certain creek called Meanagh, and bounded on the other side
by the creek that rans between my land and the land of Richard Abramse and
others, together with the meadows that lie on said neck : to have and to hold
said neck of land and premises, with their appurtenances, to the said Johan-
nes, my son, his heirs and assigns forever. Item: I do give, devise and
bequeath all my’ other lands, honours, mills, tenements, pastures, meadows,
and their appurtenances, and other rgal estate whatsoever and wheresoever it
be, unto my eleven children, by name Johannes, Margaret, Ann, Oliver, Mary,
Philip, Stephanus, Gertrude, Elizabeth, Catharine, Cornelia, and to such other
children as it shall please God to bless me with : to have and to hold unto
them, their heirs and assigns, in equal proportions, according to their priority
of birth, &c.” '

The above will was proved on the 2d day of June, A. D, 1700.

The will of Gertrude, his wife, bears date October, 1718.
Upon the the 23d of December, A. D. 1706, Oliver van Cortlandt,
one of the devisees of Stephanus, published his last will and tes-
tament, in which he devised all his right, title and interest, of and
into his portion, to his ten surviving brothers and sisters, by
which they became seized in fee of Cortlandt's Manor as tenants
in common.

In the year 1730, (November 13th,) the aforesaid children and
devisees drew up articles of agreement for the division of the Ma-
nor. Upon the 29th of May, 1733, a division was made of that
part of the Manor sitnated north of the River Croton. It was not,
however, until November the 4th, 1734, that a final partition, and

s Surrogate’s Office, N. Y. Lib. IL 78.
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division, of the Manor took place between the surviving children
and grandchildren of Col. Stephanus van Cortlandt, when- they
gave to each other releases in due form of law, viz.:

Philip Verplanck and Gertrude, his wife.

Mary Melin.

Samuel Bayard and Margaret, his wife.

Andrew Johnson, and Catharine, ditto.

Stephen de Lancey, and Anne,  ditto.

Philip Yan Cortlandt.

John Schuyler, and Cornelia, his wife.»

William Skinner, and Elizabeth, ditto,

The original partition deed is in the possession 8f Philip
G. van Wyck, Esq. of Sing Sing. The share of each heir
amounted nearly to 8000 acres. )

By this partition of the Manor, the following lots were laid out
to the devisees in Cortlandt town, viz.: .

River lot No. 1, to Philip van Cortlandt ; No. 2, Philip Ver-
planck, who married Gextrude, only daughter and sole heiress of
Johannes van Cortlandt, ane of the original devisees.

No. 3, William Skinner, who married Elizabeth van Cortlandt.
This individual “ was the first rector of St. Peter’s Church, Perth
Amboy ; his real name was MacGregor, and, he was among those
of that clan, proscribed after the rebellion of 1715; he had re-
ceived a superior education, and was endued with a strong mind ;
having received holy orders, he was appointed missionary to
Amboy, in New Jersey, 1721, and died rector, A. D. 1757.7b

No. 4, Stephen van Cortlundt ; No. 5, Mr. Melin; No. 6, Ste-
phen de Lancey ; No. 7, Margaret Bayard, widow of Samuel Bay-
ard ; No. 8, Mr. John Schuyler : this lot had been sold prior to
partition. North lot No. 1, Andrew Johnson. We have previ-
ously shown that Verplanck’s Point, (by the will of Stephanus
van Cortlandt,) passed to his son Johannes or John, whose daugh-
ter married Philip Verplanck. _

In the year 1734, we find Philip Verplanck, of Cortlandt’s Ma-
nor, and Gertrude, his wife, only daughter and heiress of Johan-

= The father and mother of Gen. Philip Schuyler.
b Whitehead’s East Jersey, under the Proprietors.
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nes van Cortlandt, the eldest son and heir of Colonel Stephanus,
late of the city of New York, deceased, and John Lent, of the
said manor, on the other part, bargaining, selling, devising, and
leasing unto the said John Lent—

‘ All that certain neck or tract of land and meadow, situate, lying and being
in the manor of Cortlandt, being bounded on the east by the land commonly
called Appamaghpogh, and a certain ereek, called Meanagh, on the north by
the land now belonging to Hercules Lent, and on the south and west by Hud-
son’s River, containing 1000 acres, the lessee yielding and paying therefor
the yearly rent of one pepper-corn on the feast day of Saint Michael, the
Archangel.”

Above Verplanck’s Point extended the patent of Hercules Lent,
bounded on the north by Magregaries’ creek.

Lot No..9 was the property of Andrew Johnson, Esq. ; No. 10,
the portion of Gertrude Beeckman : this lady possessed the high-
lands north of the Peekskill creek: -

The division of the Manor, east of the river lots in this town,
consisted of lot No. 1, distinguished by the name of the south
lot, the property of Philip van Cortlandt, Esq.; also, north
lot No. 1, the property of Andrew Johnsen, Esq. No. 1,
south of the Croton, belonged to Philip van Cortlandt, from
whom it passed to the Hon. Pierre van Cortlandt. The follow-
ing advertisement, dated March the 18th, 1762, relates to the sale
of the above lot. ~ ¢ Conditions of sale of south lot No. 1: 978
acres of land situated in the south-west corner of Cortlandt’s ma-
nor, and corner of north lot No. 6, belonging to the estate of
Philip van Cortlandt, Esq., deceased, above mentioned, sometime
posted in the New York Gazette, and now to be sold at public
vendue, pursuant to an act of General Assembly, passed for that
purpose and agreeable to a map hereunto annexed. Pierre Van
Cortlandt, surviving executor of Philip, deceased, will give a
title agreeable to the act of Assembly, &c. 'The lands are to be
suld to the highest bidder, and the purchase money to be imme-
diately paid as soon as the deeds are given. Dated Manor of
Cortlandt, at the ferry house, near the mouth of Croton River.”®

s Co. Rec. lib. G. 681.
b From the original document in possession of Philip G. van Wyck, Esq.
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‘Upon the 30th of March, 1762, John de Milt and Susannah
his wife, conveyed to Pierre van Cortlandt two tracts of land, the
first being a part of lot No. 6, and the second lot No. 1 south of
the Croton. The heirs of the above grantee still hold lot No. 1. Lot
No. 2 belonged to Oliver de Lancey, and lot No. 3 to John Watts.

{— Philip van Cortlandt, the eldest surviving son of Stephanus,
| was born on the 9th of August, 1683. He married Catharine de
Peyster, and on the failure of heirs male to his elder brother, John,
continued the line of the family Upon the death of Philip,
(which took place 21st August, 1746,) his property became di-
vided among his six children, viz., Stephen, Abraham, Philip,
John, Pierre and Catharine. Slephen, the eldest, married Mary
Walton Ricketts. Their descendants at present reside in England,
and have intermarried with many members of the British nobility.»

The filth son, Pierre van Cortlandt, ultimately became the
oldest surviving representative of the Van Cortlandt family in
America, and the heir at law of the entail.

Upon the breaking out of the revolutionary war, Pierre van
Cortlandt was appointed president of the committee of public
safety, and was subsequently elected lieutenant governor of this
state. Throughout the trying period of the revolution, he appears
to have been the principal administrator of the state govermnent,
(George Clinton being necessarily engaged in military duties.)
His patriotic zeal rendered him so obnoxious to the enemny, that
the British governor set a bounty on his head.

The following obituary notice of this illustrious individual oc-
curs in the Gazette office of May 17, 1814:

“Pierre Yan Cortlandt, early took an active part against every
oppression of the British government upon the colonies. He was
chosen into the first Provincial Congress, was a member of the
committee which formed the constitution of this state, and was
honored by the suffrages of his country at the first election un-
der the new government with the station of lieutenant governor,
and continued to be elected to that office for eighteen years suc-
cessively. He was the friend and confident of that great patriot,

» The will of Philip Van Cortlandt was proved 17th November, 1748. Surro-
gate’s Office, N. Y., No. XVI, 375.

Yor. L. 8
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George Clinton. In the revolution he shared the fate of the
friends of their country ; his family were obliged to abandon their
homes in the manor of Cortlandt, and take refuge in the interior.
Firm and undismayed in adversity; the ill success of our arms
was a stimulus to greater exertions. He was one of those who,
relying on the justice of their cause, put their trust in God and
stood firm at the post of danger. In prosperity he was not too
much elated, but held a temperate and uniform course, having in
view only lhe independence -of the United States and the safely
of his country.

In the senate of this state he presnded with dignity and pro-
priety, nor ever suffered his opinion to be known until called
upon constitutionally to decide; and his vote was then given
with promiptness, uninfluenced by party feelings, and evidencing
the convictions of a sound and honest mind: In the year 1795
he declined a re-election as lieutenant governor, and retired into
private life.”

The Hon. Pierre van Cortlandt died ou the morning of the
first day of May instant, ai his seat at Croton River in this town,
in the 94th year of his age, leaving issue by his wife Joanna Liv-
ingston, Philip, Gilbert, Stephen, Pierre, Catharine, Cornelia,
“Aune and Gertrude.

Philip, the eldest son, was born in the city of New York on
the first day of September, 1749. This individual was brought
up at the manor house on the Croton, and subsequently received
a liberal education in the vicinity of Coldingham, N. Y.

At the early age of nineteen he commenced business as a land
surveyor ; he had also the management of an extensive flouring
mill and country store. Soon after the destruction of Lexington
and Concord (by the British troops) he threw up business, and
agreeing with his patriotic father in sentiment, determined by an
appeal to arms, to obtain either liberty or death. In this inten-
tion he was strongly opposed by his tory relations, who used
every effort to induce him to join their standard. Governor Tryon
at the same time forwarded him a major’s commission in the Cort-
Jandt militia. 'This document he subsequently destroyed, and re-
ceived in lieu thereof a lieutenant colonel’s commission in the Con-
tinental service, bearing date June, 1775, signed John Hancock,
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President of Congress. He continued to hold the above com-
mand in the 4th New York regiment until November the 28th,
1776, when he received from General Washington a colonel's
commission in the 2d New York regiment. In this capacity he
served at the battles of Stillwater and Saratoga. In both of these
actions the New York regiment suffered severely. In the winter
of 1778 he was ordered to protect the frontiers against the depre-
dations of Brant, the Indian chief, who had destroyed much va-
luable ' property and murdered several of the defenceless inhabi-
tants. In pursuance of these orders Col. van Cortlandt marched
to Laghawack, where he posted his command. Soon afterwards
having received fresh orders from the commander-in-chief, he
was on the eve of marching when Brant, supposing he had left
the neighborhood, prematurely set fire to an adjoining village.
The colonel immediately started his whole command in hot pur-
suit. Upon the first tidings, however, of their approach, Brant
fled to the neighboring hills. In hic diary Gen. Philip van Cort.
landt remarks, “ As I approached him (Brant) he being on the
hills, and seeing me leaning against a pine tree waiting for the
closing up of my men, ordered a rifle Indign to kill me, bt for-
tunately he over-shot me; the ball passing three inches over my
head. I then pursued him, but could not overtake him, as he
ran through a large swamp.”

In the year 1779-80, Col. van Cortlandt was a member of the
court that tried Gen. B. Arnold for improper conduct. His own
views of the matter are thus recorded in his diary : “ Gen. Arnold
being under arrest for improper conduct in Philadelphia, while
he commauded there, I was chosen one of the court-martial, Maj,
Gen. Howe, President. There were also in that court four offi-
eers who had been at Ticonderoga when Col. Hazen was called
on for trial, &c.; we were for cashiering Arnold, but the majority
overruled, and he was finally sentenced to be reprimanded by
the commander-in chief. Had all the court known Arnold’s for-
mer conduct as well as myself he would have been dismissed the
service,” &c.

In the year 1780 Col. van Cortlandt was selected as one of
the colonels to command a regiment of infantry under Major
General La Fayette. A letter is still preserved in the family
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from the Marquis de la Fayette to the colonel, dated Light Camp,
16th September, 1780, and the following from the commander-in-
chief to Col. van Cortlandt :

Sir:—You will take charge of the clothing, the boats, entrench'i'ng tools,
and such other stores as shall be committed to your care by the quarter master-
general ; with these you are to proceed (Sir in the order they are mentioned)
to Springfield by the way of Sufferan, Pompton, the Two Bridges, and Chat-
ham. When you arrive at Springfield you will put youreelf under the order
of Major Gen. Lincoln, or any other your superior officers commanding at
that place. You will also, if occasion should require it, alter the above route

agreeably to orders from eithcr Major General Lincoln or the quarter-master-
general.

You will be particuolarly careful to collect all yoar men that are in proper
conditioft to march, and will use your best endeavors to prevent desertion.
Given at King’s Bridge this 25th day of August, 1781.

. Geo. WasHINGTON.

At the battle of Yorktown, in Virginia, Col. van Cortlandt ap-
pears to have served on piquet guard ; for his conduct on this
occasion he was advanced to the rank of brigadier general. To
his care the commander-in-chief entrusted 700 British and Hes-
sian prisoners of war, which he condncted in safety to Freder-
icksburg. During the spring of 1782 his camp on the Flat
Fields was visited by General and Lady Washington.

Upon the suspension of hostilities Gen. van Cortlandt retired
to the manor house at Croton ; he was afterwards chosen one of
the commissioners of forfeitures, and represented for sixteen years
this district in-Congress, decliving re-election in 1811. Gen.
van Cortlandt accompanied the Marquis de la Fayette in his tour
of the United States in 1824. The general died at his house on
the Croton November 21st, 1831, and with him expired the en-
tail. By his will he bequeathed to his brother, Gen. Pierre van
Cortlandt, 600 acres; to his three sisters, Anne van Rensselaer,
Cornelia Beeckman, and Catharine van Wyck, 200 acres each;
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