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PREFACE.

Few passages of 'listory are more striking

than those which record the efforts of the earlier

French Jesuits to convert the Indians. Full as

they are of dramatic and philosophic interest,

bearing strongly on the political destinies of

America, and closely involved with the history

of its native population, it is Wonderful that

they have been left so long in obscurity. While

the infant colonies of England still clung feebly

to the shores of the Atlantic, events deeply

ominous to their future were in progress, un-

known to them, in the very heart of the con-

tinent. It will be seen, in the sequel of this

volume, that civil and religious liberty found

strange allies in this Western World.

The sources of information concerning the

early Jesuits of New France are very copious.

During a period of forty years, the Superior of

the Mission sent, every summer, long and de-
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tailed reports, embodying or accompanied by the

reports of his subordinates, to the Provincial of

the Order at Paris, where they were anrually

published, in duodecimo volumes, forming the

remarkable series known as the Jesuit Relations.

Though the productions of men of scholastic

training, they are simple and often crude in

style, as might be expected of narratives hastily

written in Indian lodges or rude mission-houses

in the forest, amid annoyances and interruptions

of all kinds. In respect to the value of their

contents, they are exceedingly unequal. Mod-
est records of marvellous adventures and sacri-

fices, and vivid pictures of forest life, alternate

with prolix and monotonous details of the con-

version of individual savages, and the praise-

worthy deportment of some exemplary neophyte.

With regard to the condition and character of

the primitive inhabitants of North America, it

is impossible to exaggerate their value as an

authority. I should add, that the closest exami-

nation has left me no doubt that these mission-

aries wrote in perfect good faith, and that the

Relations hold a high place as authentic and

trustworthy historical documents. They are

very scarce, and no complete collection of them

exists in America. The entire series was, how-
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ever, republished, in 1858, by the Canadian

government, in three large octavo volumes.*

These form but a part of the surviving writ-

ings of the French-American Jesuits. Many
additional reports, memoirs, journals, and let-

ters, official and private, have come down to us

;

some of which have recently been printed, while

others remain in manuscript. Nearly every

prominent actor in the sceuas to be described

has left his own record of events in which he

bore part, in the shape of reports to his Superi-

ors or letters to his friends. I have studied and

compared these authorities, as well as a great

mass of collateral evidence, with more than

usual care, striving to secure the greatest pos-

sible accuracy of statement, and to reproduce an

image of the past with photographic clearness

and truth.

The introductory chapter of the volume is

independent of the rest ; but a knowledge of

the facts set forth in it is essential to the full

understanding of the narrative which follows.

In the collection of material, I have received

1 Both editions —the old and the new —are cited in the follow-

ing pages. Where t'.ie reference is to the old edition, it is indicated

by the name of the publisher (Crarooisy), appended to the citation,

in brackets.

In extracts given in the notes, the antiquated orthography and
accentuation are preserved.

n
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valuable aid from Mr. J. G. Shea, Rev. Felix

Martin, S.J., the Abbes Laverdiere and H. R.

Casgrain, Dr. J. C. Tache, and the late Jacques

Viger, Esq.

I propose to devote the next volume of this

series to the discovery and occupation by the

French of the Valley of the Mississippi.

Boston, 1st May, 1867.
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THE

JESUITS IN NORTHAMERICA.

INTRODUCTION.

NATIVE TRIBES.

.lli,/,,'lir

Divisions. —The Aloonqtjins. —The Hurovs: their Houses;
Fortifications;' Habits; Arts; Women; Trade; Festivi-

ties; Medicine, —The Tobacco Nation. —The Neutrals. —
The Eries. —The Andastes. —The Iroquois: Social and
Political Organization. —Iroquois Institutions, Customs,
and Character. —Indian Religion and Superstitions. —
The Indian Mind.

America, when it became known to Europeans,

was, as it had long been, a scene of wide-spread

revolution. North and South, tribe was giving place

to tribe, language to language; for the Indian, hope-

lessly unchanging in respect to individual and social

development, was, as regarded tribal relations and

local haunts, mutable as the wind. In Canada and

the northern section of the United States, the elements

of change were especially active. The Indian popu-

lation which, in 1535, Cartier found at Montreal and

Quebec, had disappeared at the opening of the next

century, and another race had succeeded, in language

ii\
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and customs widely different ; while, in the region

now forming tlie State of New York, a power was

rising to a ferocious vitalih'^ which, but for the

presence of Europeans, would probably have sub-

jected, absorbed, or exterminated every other Indian

community east of the Mississippi and north of the

Ohio.

The vast tract of wilderness from the Mississippi

to the Atlantic, and from the Carolinas to Hudson's

Bay, was divided between two great families of

tribes, distinguished by a radical difference of lan-

guage. A part of Virginia and of Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, southeastern New York, New England, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Lower Canada were

occupied, so far as occupied at all, by tribes speaking

various Algonquin languages and dialects. They
extended, moreover, along the shores of the Upper
Lak^s, and into the dreary northern wastes beyond.

They held Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, and Indiana,

and detached bands ranged the lonely hunting-

ground of Kentucky.^

Like a great island in the midst of the Algonquins

lay the country of tribes speaking the generic tongue

of the Iroquois. The true Iroquois, or Five Nations,

* The word Algonquin is here used in its broadest signification.

It was originally applied to a group of tribes north of the river

St. Lawrence. The difference of language between the original

Algonquins and the Abenakis of New England, the Ojibwas of the

Great Lakes, or the Illinois of the West corresponded to the differ-

ence between French and Italian, or Italian and Spanish. Each of

these languages, again, had its dialects, like those of different

provinces of France.

t*
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extended through Central New York, from the

Hudson tt) tlie Genesee. Southward lay the Andastes,

on and near the Susquehanna; westward, the Kries,

along the southern shore of I '.:;e Erie, and the Neutral

Nation, along its northei-n shore from Niagara towards

the Detroit; while the towns of the llurons lay near

the lake to which they have left their name.^

Of the Algoncjuin populations, the densest, despite

a recent epidemic which had swept them off by tliou-

sands, was in New England. Here were Moliicans,

Pequots, Narragansetts, Wami)anoags, Massachusetts,

Penacooks, tliorns in the side of the Puritan. On
the whole, these savages were favorable specimens of

the Algonquin stock, belonging to that section of it

which tilled the soil, and was thus in some measure

spared the extremes of misery and degradation to

which the wandering hunter tribes were often reduced.

They owed much, also, to the bounty of the sea, and

hence they tended towards the coast; which, before

the epidemic, Champlain and Smith had seen at

many points studded with wigwams and waving with

harvests of maize. Fear, too, drove them eastward

;

1 To the above general statements there was, in the first half of

the seventeenth century, but one exception worth notice. A de-

taclied branch of the Dalicotah stock, the Winnebago, was estab-

lished south of Green Bay, on Lake Micliigan, in the midst of tlie

Algonquins; and small Dahcotah bands had also planted them-
selves on the eastern side of the Mississippi, nearly in the same
latitude.

There was another branch of the Irociuois in tlio Carolinas, con-

sisting of the Tuscaroras and kindred bands. In 1715 they were
joined to the Five Nations.

1'
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for the Iroquois pursued them with an inveterate

enmity. Some paid yearly tribute to their tyrants,

while others were still subject to their inroads, flying

in terror at the sound of the Mohawk war-cry.

Westward, the population thinned rapidly; north-

ward, it soon disappeared. Northern NewHampshire,

the whole of Vermont, and western Massachusetts

had no human tenants but the roving hunter or

prowling warrior.

We have said that this group of tribes was rela-

tively very populous; yet it is more than doubtful

whether all of them united, had union been possible,

could have mustered eight thousand fighting men.

To speak further of them is needless, for they were

not within the scope of the Jesuit labors. The heresy

of heresies had planted itself among them; and it

was for the apostle Eliot, not the Jesuit, to essay

their conversion. ^

^ These Indians, the Armouchiquois of the ohl French writers,

were in a state of chronic war with the tribes of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia. Champlain, on liis voyage of 1008, heard strange

accounts of them. The following is literally rendered from the

first narrative of that heroic, but credulous explorer :
—

" They are savages of shape altogether monstrous : for their

heads are small, their bodies short, and their arms thin as a skele-

ton, as are also their thighs ; but their legs are stout and long, and
all of one size, and, when they are seated on their heels, their knees

rise more than half a foot above their heads, which seems a thing

strange and against Nature. Nevertheless, they are active and
bold, and they have the best country on all the coast towards
Acadia." —Des Sauvages, f, 34.

This story may match that of the great city of Norembega, on
the Penobscot, with its population of dwarfs, as related by Jean
Alphonse.
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Landing at Boston, three years before a solitude,

let the traveller push northward, pass the river

Piscataqua and the Penacooks, and cross the river

Saco. Here, a change of dialect would indicate a

different tril)e, or group of tribes. These were the

Abenakis, found chiefly tdong the course of the

Kennebec and other rivers, on whose banks they

raised their rude harvests, and whose streams they

ascended to hunt the moose and bear in the forest

desert of northern Maine, or descended to fish in the

neighboring sea.^

Crossing the Penobscot, one found a visible descent

in the scale of humanity. Eastern Maine and the

whole of New Brunswick were occupied by a race

called Etchemins, to whomagriculture was unknown,

though the sea, prolific of fish, lobsters, and seals,

greatly lightened their miseries. The Souriquois, or

Micmacs, of Nova Scotia, closely resembled them in

habits and condition. From Nova Scotia to the St.

Lawrence, there was no population worthy of the

name. From the Gulf of St. Lawrence to Lake

Ontario, the southern border of the great river had

no tenants but hunters. Northward, between the

St. Lawrence and Hudson's Bay, roamed the scattered

hordes of the Papinachois, Bersiamites, and others,

included by the French under the general name of

Montagnais. When, in spring, the French trading-

ships arrived and anchored in the port of Tadoussac,

^li

4

* The Tarratinos of New-England writers were the Abenakis, or

a portion of them.
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they gathered from far and near, toiling painfully

througli tlie desolation of forests, mustering by hun-

dreds at the point of trattic, and settinc^ up their bark

wigwams along the strand of that wild harbor. Tliey

were of the lowest Algonquin type. Their ordinary

sustenance was derived from tlio chase; though

often, goaded by deadly famine, they would subsist

on roots, the bark and buds of trees, or the foulest

offal; and in extremity, even eainiibalism was not

rare among them.

Ascending the St. Lawrence, it was seldom that

the sight of a human form gave relief to the lone-

liness, until, at Quebec, the roar of Champlain's

cannon from, the verge of tlie cliff announced that the

savage prologue of the American drama was drawing

to a close, and that the civilization of Europe was

advancing on the scene. Ascending farther, all was

solitude, except at Three Rivers, a noted place of

trade, where a few Algonquins of the tribe called

Atticamegues might possibly be seen. The fear of

the Iroquois was everywhere; and as the voyager

passed some wooded point, or thicket-covered island,

the whistling of a stone-headed arrow proclaimed,

perhaps, the presence of these fierce marauders. At
Montreal there was no human life, save during a

brief space in early summer, when the shore swarmed

with savages, who had come to the yearly trade from

the great communities of the interior. To-day there

were dances, songs, and feastings; to-morrow all

agcain was solitude, and the Ottawa was covered with

the canoes of the returning warriors.
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Along this stream, a main rontc of traflic, the

silence of the wilderness was broken only by the

8i)la8h of the i)assing [)ad(lle. To thu north of the river

there was indeed a small AlgoiKjnin hand, nailed

La Petite Nation^ together with one or tw«) other

feeble communities; but they dwelt far from tiie

banks, through fear of the ulmiuitous InHjuois. It

was nearly three hundred miles, by the windings

of the stream, before one reached that Algoncjuin

trilx), La Nation de VIsle, who (ujeupied the great

island of the AUumettes. Then, after many a day

of lonely travel, the voyager found a savage welcome

among the Nipissings, on the lake which bears their

name; and then cii'cling west and south for a hundred

and fifty miles of solitude, he reached for the tirst

time a people speaking a dialect of the Iroquois

tongue. Here all was changed. Populous towns,

rude fortifications, and an extensive, though bar-

barous tillage, indicated a people far in advance of

the famished wanderers of the Saguenay, or their less

abject kindred of New England. These were the

Hurons, of whom the modern Wyandots are a rem-

nant. Both in themselves and as a type of their

generic stock they demand more than a passing

notice.^

^ The usual confusion of Indian tribal names prevails in tiie

case of the Ilurons. The followinj^ an- tlieir s^-nonynu-s; —
Hurons (of French origin); Ocliatej^uins (Chaniplain) ; Atti-

gouantans (the name of one of their tribes, lused by Cliamplain for

the whole nation); Ouemlat (tlieir true name, aceonlinj^ to Lale-

mant) ; Yendat, Wyandot, Guyandot (corruptions of the precedinf,^)

;

Ouaouakecinatouek (Potier), Quatogies (Cohlen).

i
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THE IIURONS.

More tlian two centurioa hiivo elapsed since the

llurons viiiiisliL'd from their ancient seats, and tiie

settlers of this rude solitude stand perplexed and

wondering over the relics of a lost people. In the

dani}) shadow of what seems a virgin forest, the axe

and plough bring strange secrets to light, —huge

pits, close packed with skeletons and disjointed

bones, mixed with weapons, copper kettles, beads,

and trinkets. Not even the straggling Algonquins,

who linger about the scene of Huron prosperity, can

tell their origin. Yet on ancient worm-eaten pages,

between covers of begrimed parchment, the daily life

of this ruined community, its firesides, its festivals,

its funeral rites, are painted with a minute and vivid

fidelity.

The ancient country of the Hurons is now the

northern and eastern portion of Simcoe County,

Canada West, and is embraced within the peninsula

formed by the Nr+^^tawassaga and Matchedash Bays of

Lake Huron, the river Severn, and Lake Simcoe.

Its area was small, —its population comparatively

large. In the year 1639 the Jesuits made an enu-

meration of all its villages, dwellings, and families.

The result showed thirty-two villages and hamlets,

with seven hundred dwellings, about four thousand

families, and twelve thousand adult persons, or a

total population of at least twenty thousand.^

^ Lalemant, Relation des llurons, 1040, 38 (Cramoisy ). His words
are, " de feux enuiron deux mille, et enuiron douze mille personnes."

V' t .1
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The region whoso boundaries wc have given wius

an alternation of meadows and deej) forests, interlaeed

witli footpaths leading from town to town. Of tlieso

towns, some were fortified, hut the greater numl)er were

open and defeneeless. They were of a construction

common to all tribes of Iroquois lineage, and peculiar

to them. Nothing similar exists at the present day. *

They covered a space of from one to ten acres, tlio

dwellings clustering together with little or no pre-

tension to order. In general, these singular struc-

tures were about thirty or thirty-five feet in length,

breadth, and height ; but many were much larger, and

a few were of prodigious length. In some of the

villages there were dwellings two hundred and forty

There were two families to every Are. That by " personnea " adults

only are meant cannot be doubted, as the Relations abound in inci-

dental evidence of a total population far exceeding twelve thousand.

A Huron family usually numbered from five to eight persons. The
number of the Huron towns changed from year to year. Cham-
plain and Lo Caron, in 1615, reckoned them at seventeen or eighteen,

with a population of about ten thousand, —meaning, no doubt,

adults. Br<fbeuf, in 1636, foun'1 twenty villages, and, as he thinks,

thirty thousand souls. Both Lc Mcrcier and De Quen, as well as

Dollier de Casson and the anonymous author of the Relation of

1660, state the population at from thirty to thirty-flve thousand.

Since the time of Champlain's visit, various kindred tribes or frag-

ments of tribes had been incorporated with the Huroiis, thus more
than balancing the ravages of a pestilence which hrd decimated

them.
1 The permanent bark villages of the Dahcotah of the St. Peter's

arc the nearest modern approach to the Huron towns. The whole
Huron country abounds with evidences of having been occupied by
a numerous population. " On a close inspection of the forest," Dr.

Tache writes to me, " the greatest part of it seems to have been

cleared at former periods, and almost the only places bearing the

character of tlie primitive forest are the low grounds."

';!




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































